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Mystery 
of boy’s 
sudden 
death 



Leon Mansell 


A FIT 14-year-old Black 
Country schoolboy - 
described by his mother as 
“perfect in every way” — col¬ 
lapsed and died despite 
efforts to revive him. 

A group of young friends, 
an ambulance crew and a 
team of doctors tried desper¬ 
ately to save his life. 

The mystery death of Leon 
Mansell, of Beecher Street, 
Colley Gate, Halesowen, is 
now being investigated by the 
Black Country Coroner’s 
office which is awaiting the 
result of tests on his heart. 

His grief-stricken mother, 
Jean Mansell, rushed to Rus- 
sells Hall Hospital, Dudley, 
last Wednesday night after 
Leon collapsed at a friend’s 
home in Long Innage, Hale¬ 
sowen, at about 7.15pm. 

Leon was a keen footballer 
and a pupil at Windsor High 
School, Halesowen. 

Jean, aged 48, a press oper¬ 
ator at Fern Plastics in 
Macrome Road Wolverhamp¬ 
ton, said: “It is thought he 
may have had a heart attack. 

Leon’s father, Bernard, 55, 
who lives in Fontana, Califor¬ 
nia, flew over on Saturday. 

Music hall 
delights to 
boost fund 

PEOPLE will be transported 
back to the good old days of 
music hall for a fundraising 
event for a Stourbridge 
hospice. 

Cash from the event, called 
Tararaboomdeay, will be 
given to staff and volunteers 
at Mary Stevens Hospice, in 
Hagley Road. 

It will be held at Wilson 
Hall, in Colley Gate, Cradley, 
on Friday, January 28 at 
7.30pm. 

Tickets are £8 from the 
hospice’s fundraising office on 
01384 377778. 


JB’s - Day the music died 


Sale deal falls through 


TROUBLEDBlack Country music club JB’s has been dealt a fresh 
blow as it emerged that a potential buyer had pulled out. 

The would-be buyer admitted he could no longer continue with the 
bid for the rock venue in Castle Hill, Dudley, plunging the future of 
the club into doubt. Administrators had been locked in advanced 
negotiations with the unnamed party for weeks and hoped to sign a 
deal this month. But last Friday the club was standing empty after 
one last bash to use up remaining stock. 

The final farewell to the clubwas expected to be a quiet affair but it 
turned into a huge wake with hundreds turning out. 


HUNDREDS of music fans 
packed into doomed club JB’s 
to bid a final farewell to the 
beloved rock venue. 

A crowd ranging from tattooed 
18-year-olds to rockers pushing 
70 flocked to the goodbye party, 
organised partly to use up all 
remaining stock and partly to 
honour the retirement of former 
owners Sam and Sue Jukes. 

By midnight on Thursday last 
week more than 600 people had 
already poured through the 
doors. 

And they danced to songs from 
music’s best-loved rock, metal 
and indie bands from the past few 
decades - including many who 
had graced the stage at JB’s 
itself. 

Ironic 

Youngsters born in the 90s 
danced enthusiastically next to 
people old enough to be their 
grandparents to music through 
the years from Led Zeppelin to 
Metallica. 

Mr Jukes, aged 63, was handed 
numerous presents — and many 
drinks - through the evening 
from JB’s regulars as they raised 
a glass to the 42-year-old institu¬ 
tion. 

Founder members Sid Weston, 
John Bryant and John Weston 
were among those there to raise 
one final pint with Mr Jukes in 


the club they launched together 
as a small disco which played 
alternative music. Mr Jukes said 
he had expected the night to be a 
quiet wind-down evening, not the 
huge event it turned out to be. 

“It’s a bit ironic really - the 
past week has been great busi¬ 
ness. We sold out on Christmas 
Eve and New Year’s Eve,” he said. 
“When you see this many people 
here, and hear how much JB’s 
means to them, you can’t believe 
it ever had to go into administra¬ 
tion. It’s a tragedy.” 

The club’s namesake Mr 
Bryant, aged 60 - JB himself - 
said the bumper turnout had 
ensured a fitting send-off. 

“It’s a sad day, but unfortu¬ 
nately time goes on,” he added. 

“The place is always in my 
mind, it means a lot to all of us. 


All credit has to go to Sam — if it 
wasn’t for his hard work, the 
place would have gone under a 
long time ago.” 

Other members of staff from 
days gone by had also turned up 
to say goodbye. 

Former bar manager John 
Cartwright, 55, said JB’s was 
“legendary” for its open attitude 
to new music. “I’ve been coming 
here for 30 years and one of the 
great things about it is that it 
always welcomed new talent,” he 
said. 

“We’ve had bands play here 
that went on to be great, and 
bands that played here once to a 
handful of people, but that’s the 
joy of it. JB’s is known all over 
Europe, and beyond. It’s the 
musical heart of the Black 
Country.” 


He said often the club would 
pay to put up bands in the Station 
Hotel opposite, telling them of its 
haunted reputation. 

“They loved it - especially 
American bands. We’d then go 
out and bang the windows with 
sticks to give them a bit of a 
fright. JB’s has always been 
about that spirit of fun,” he said. 

Among the throng were “old 
JB’s” crowd Mark Wilton, 47, 
from Netherton, Brian Le e and 
Kim Pomfret, 47, from Tipton, 
and Barry Cooper, 55, from Pen- 
snett, who said they had been 
going to JB’s for more than 30 
years, since the club was based in 
King Street. 

“We’ve seen some amazing 
bands play at JB’s - Manic Street 
Preachers, U2, The Undertones,” 
said Mrs Pomfret. 

Brilliant 

“It’s a very big loss to Dudley.” 

The “new JB’s” crowd were 
feeling no less nostalgic. 

Bo Hill, 20, and Alan Crowley, 
24, both from Dudley, were there 
with eight others. Mr Crowley 
said: “I’ve seen some brilliant 
bands here.” 

So what have Mr and Mrs 
Jukes got in store now they have 
retired? “First of all, I’m going to 
have a week off -1 haven’t had a 
week off for over 40 years,” Mr 
Jukes said. 



Friends gather outside the Dudley venue 


HOSPITAL BEDS 
AT FULLSTRETCH 


RUSSELLS Hall Hospital is urging 
people with winter flu to use walk- 
in medical centres and GP surger¬ 
ies as it struggles to find beds for 
emergency patients. 

During December almost 8,000 
people flooded into the accident and 
emergency department - some believ¬ 
ing they were swine flu victims. 

The number of admissions quickly 
filled the 51 temporary beds brought in 
by the hospital since November. Hun¬ 
dreds of operations have been cancelled 
due to the rise in seasonal illnesses. 

One hospital worker, who refused to 
be named, said he believed some 


By Sarah Hazelwood 

S.hazelwood@expressandstar.co.uk 
patients had been discharged too early 
to free up beds. “Patients who are 
returning to the wards after being in 
theatre are finding that there’s just no 
room there for them to spend their 
required amount of recovery time. 

“In my eyes some patients have been 
sent home far too early. 

“It has been like this for around a 
week now. A lot of patients coming into 
the emergency unit are panicking 
thinking they have swine flu,” he said. 

The daughter of an 80-year-old 
Stourbridge woman who was admitted 


to the hospital on Sunday after a fall 
has described the family’s anguish after 
being told there were no beds for her 
mother. 

She said: “My mother was on the 
trolley for 30 hours, an excessively long 
time for a patient who is suffering back 
problems and is distressed with a pos¬ 
sible hip injury. 

“To be constantly told that there isn’t 
going to be a bed and the fact we had to 
bring in our own pillows to make her 
more comfortable highlights the extent 
of the problem. 

“My mother has been admitted to the 
hospital on several occasions in the 
past but never have we seen the wards 


or staff so busy. Everybody around us 
looked so poorly and vulnerable but it 
was impossible to move anybody 
because there was nowhere for them to 
go.” 

Paula Clark, chief executive of The 
Dudley Group of Hospitals NHS foun¬ 
dation Trust, which runs Russells Hall, 
said: “The Trust has seen a 10 per cent 
increase in emergency admissions com¬ 
pared to the same period last year and 
has opened a further 33 temporary 
beds to help us manage the extra 
volume of patients. 

“These are in addition to the 18 tem¬ 
porary beds that were opened at the 
end of November. Because of the 


increase in emergency admissions, the 
Trust has been forced to postpone non¬ 
emergency operations.” 

But she stressed all urgent, emer¬ 
gency, trauma and cancer operations 
were going ahead normally. 

She added: “Patient care is the top 
priority for the Trust and patients are 
not being discharged until they are 
medically fit to be sent home. 

Derek Hunter, urgent care lead at 
NHS Dudley, said: “I would encourage 
those who feel unwell to utilise the 
many pharmacies across the borough as 
well as the local walk-in centre and GPs 
and remember that A&E is for emergen¬ 
cies only.” 
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Club is 
left high 
and dry 
at pool 


A SWIMMING club 
based in the Black 
Country has been forced 
out of the water for six 
weeks during major 
refurbishment works to 
a council-run pool. 

The pool at Dudley 
Leisure Centre in Welling¬ 
ton Road was closed on 
January 10 to install new 
filters. 

It is part of an £830,000 
programme of refurbish- 
ments at the three borough 
leisure centres including 
Halesowen and Crystal 
Leisure Centre, Stour¬ 
bridge. 

But Brierley Hill Swim¬ 
ming Club treasurer Phil 
Steven says his members 
have been left high and dry 
months after they lost their 
previous base at Coseley 
Baths which was controver¬ 
sially demolished. 

Alternative 

The club, which meets 
twice weekly at Dudley 
Leisure Centre, held ses¬ 
sions on a couple of days last 
week ahead of the tempo¬ 
rary closure until around 
February 21. 

Dudley Council spokes¬ 
woman Louise Kavanagh 
said: “All clubs were notified 
about the closure of the pool 
at Dudley Leisure Centre 
and only Stourbridge Swim¬ 
ming Club asked for alter¬ 
native arrangements. 

“Now we are aware Brier- 
ley Hill Swimming Club 
would like alternative ses¬ 
sions we are happy to work 
with them to try to accom¬ 
modate this.” 


Plucky Tom helping to 
pioneer new treatment 


A BRAVE Black Country 10-year- 
old is using his battle with cancer 
to help get a pioneering new treat¬ 
ment unit built in the Midlands. 

Tom Blakemore, of Halesowen, 
endured proton therapy in the US on a 
rare, inoperable tumour behind his 
face. 

He is now in remission after three 
months of the therapy and hopes to return 
to school full-time this month. His story is 
now being used to persuade the Govern¬ 
ment to fund a multi-million pound unit at 


Birmingham’s Queen Elizabeth Hospital. 
In the treatment, proton beams can be 
directed more precisely at tumours than 
standard radiotherapy, making the treat¬ 
ment more effective and reducing damage 
to healthy tissue and organs. 

Football 

Tom, of Hillcrest Avenue, who plays foot¬ 
ball for the Brierley Hill Bullets, was diag¬ 
nosed with Rhabdomyosarcoma last 
January after suffering from headaches 
and dizziness. 

Doctors found the tumour behind Tom’s 
face, where the skull meets the spine. 

Because of the unusual 
position of the tumour, the 
Colley Lane Primary School 
pupil needed an intense and 
accurate form of treatment. 

The NHS paid for Tom 
and his parents to travel to a 
specialist clinic in Jack¬ 
sonville, Florida. QE 
spokesman Gareth Duggan 
said Tom’s story was being 
used to support a bid for a 
proton beam therapy unit. 
“He is a super kid and a very 
good example of the children 
we can treat,” he said. 

Game fair to 
draw crowds 

THE Shugborough Estate 
near Stafford will be staging 
a game fair in March. The 
event is planned on March 5 
and 6 from 9am to 6pm. 

The weekend event will 
feature Midland airgun 
clubs, gun dogs, birds of 
prey and fly casting. 

There will also be around 
200 stalls and a fun fair. 
Ticket prices are £10 for 
adults and £5 for under 16s. 


Tuning in for digital television 

BLACK Country residents are being urged to go digital to 
ensure they do not lose their TV reception when the signal 
switches over in April. In April 2011 the central area will 
start the switch over from analogue to digital signal and 
Dudley Council is encouraging its tenants to update now. 

The authority has already been switching over flats and 
bungalows on a communal system over the last two years 
and will be continuing during the coming months. 

More information can be found at the www. help- 
scheme.co.uk website. 

Hunt for ideas 


FUNDRAISING ideas 
are needed to help girl 
guide Emily Cole make a 
trip of lifetime to Mexico 
a reality. 

The 15-year-old, of Whit¬ 
tington Road, in Norton, 
Stourbridge, was picked as 
part of a group of 10 girls 
from across the country to 
travel to South America in 
July. 

She will fly to the Girl 
Guiding world centre called 
Our Cabana where 
members of the organisa¬ 


tion work with children on 
community projects. 

A host of activities and 
cultural days learning 
about Mexico will form part 
of the nine day trip and she 
will also take part in craft 
days with school children. 

But Emily, a pupil at 
Redhill School, in Junction 
Road, Stourbridge, has to 
find £1,800 to help pay for 
the trip. 

Anyone with fundraising 
ideas or support is asked to 
call 07703 422216. 



Fighting back to health - Tom Blakemore, aged 10, with father Simon and mum Jane 
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Michael Howard 


TVibutes paid to 
chip shops boss 


Loved ones are remembered 



RELATIVES will be able 
to pay their respects to 
loved ones at a resched¬ 
uled service in Oldswin- 
ford which was originally 
cancelled due to bad 
weather. 

Organisers of the Mary 
Stevens Hospice Tree of 
Light service had to 
hastily postpone the 
event on December 5 due 
to freezing conditions. 

But a rearranged 
service will take place at 
St Mary’s Parish Church, 
in Church Road, 
Oldswinford, Stour¬ 
bridge, on Saturday, 
January 15 at 4.30pm. 

The tree in the grounds 
of the hospice, in Hagley 
Road, Stourbridge, was 
stripped of its lights on 
Twelfth Night, January 
5. But staff at the hospice 
said they still wanted to 
hold a commemorative 


Poems 

Pupils from Peters Hill 
Primary School choir and 
singer Esther Turner will 
turn out together with 
the West Midlands Police 
Pipe Band. 

Poems written by 
patients and families will 
also be read out. 

A candle will be lit for a 
moment of reflection in 
the service. 

Mary Stevens head of 
fundraising Janet Jones, 
said: “It is hoped that 
members of the community 
will join us on January 15 to 
remember their loved ones 
during this special and 
poignant service. 


With the Tree of Lights are Mary Stevens Hospice head of 
fundraising Janet Jones, left, and Senior Sister Marie Faux 


“We realise that many 
people were disappointed at 
the original service having 
to be postponed. 

“But the ground condi¬ 
tions of thick snow and ice 
made the whole area 


around the tree very dan¬ 
gerous underfoot,” she 
added. 

This year’s service has 
been sponsored by Dudley 
Building Society and Wall 
James Chappell Solicitors. 


AN AWARD-WINNING chip shop 
owner who worked over four 
decades in Halesowen has died, 
aged 70. 

Grandfather Michael Howard has 
owned several chip shops including 
Our Plaice in Dudley Road. 

Mr Howard, a keen golfer and loyal 
Wolves supporter, died on January 2 at 
home in Haden Hill, Old Hill. He is sur¬ 
vived by his wife of 49 years, Maureen, 
children Paul, 48, Rebecca, 37, and 45- 
year-old Gregg, and nine grandchildren. 

Mr Howard was born in Bristol but 
moved to the Black Country to work in his 
family’s electrical retail business. 

Heart 

His son, Paul, who now runs the Dudley 
Road shop, paid tribute to his “happy go 
lucky” father: “My dad was small in 
stature but big in heart and loved serving 
his loyal customers, many of whom had fol¬ 
lowed him right from when he started.” 

His father opened his first chip shop, in 
Two Gates, Colley Gate, in 1968, after the 
family’s electrical stores were sold. 

He would often be at Birmingham fish 
market for 5am buying that day’s catch. 

A second shop in Beecher Road was 
opened. Mr Howard bought a former car 
dealership in Dudley Road 22 years ago, 
developing the offices and kitchen into Our 
Plaice. Accolades include the Golden Chip 
Award 1997 and National Fish and Chip 
Shop of the Year finalist in 2007. Mr 
Howard’s funeral is at Rowley Regis Cre¬ 
matorium on January 17 at 10.45am. 


Fewer students get 
an Oxbridge offer 

FEWER students across the Black 
Country are being offered a place at 
Oxford and Cambridge University. A total 
of 45 were offered a spot at Britain’s two 
oldest universities for the September 2009 
term - down from 53 in 2006. 

In Dudley, 11 were offered a spot at 
Oxford, down from 12. But nine received 
offers at Cambridge, up from just three in 
2006. No pupils from Sandwell had an 
offer from the universities in 2006 or 2009. 
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Couple stay 
warm on 
the straight 
and narrow 
near work 



Caretaker Joy Spencer on her narrowboat 


CARETAKERS at The Bonded Warehouse 
in Stourbridge don’t have a long journey to 
work — they live in a narrowboat moored on 
the canal. 

Hundreds of boats tie up there during 
the year and five of those are permanent 
fixtures with families living on board, 
among them the former storage ware¬ 
house’s caretakers James and Joy Spencer. 

Life on the water can get pretty nippy 
during the winter months. But they have 
managed to keep themselves warm. 

“It’s surprisingly warm inside the boat — 


it’s probably actually warmer than most 
houses,” said grandmother-of-two Joy, 
aged 60. “We have a log fire and central 
heating, all the mod-cons. Sometimes we 
even have to open the doors to cool off. 

“The recent snow caused a bit of nui¬ 
sance. We’ve had to put rock salt on the tow 
paths to stop them icing over which is a 
nuisance as it scratches the floor of the 
boat, but needs must. 

“The main problem we’ve had to over¬ 
come this year is that the water taps at the 
canalside - which provides drinking water 


to the boats - froze over. We had to feed 
hosepipes from the Bonded Warehouse 
down so we had some water. That has 
never happened before.” 

She and James have been living and 
working at the Bonded Warehouse, in 
Canal Street, for seven years. 

Joy said they went for the caretaking 
role after becoming tired of the rat race, as 
James - a painter and decorating contrac¬ 
tor - was frequently working seven days a 
week. The couple rent out their former 
home in Rednal, Birmingham. 


Plans drawn up 
to move archive 


A FEASIBILITY study is 
being carried out into plans to 
transfer Dudley and 
Sandwell’s archives to a 
£7million base at the Black 
Country Living Museum. 

The study is looking into devel¬ 
oping plans for the buildings at 
the museum site in Tipton Road. 

It will include possible layouts 
and staff and visitor facilities. 

An artist’s impression will then 
be drawn up and the proposals 


will be submitted to Dudley 
Council’s development control 
committee. 

Council bosses have said they 
hope the new centre, which would 
house old photographs and docu¬ 
ments, could be built within two 
years. A report on Dudley 
Council’s website at the time 
revealed that bosses wanted the 
archive centre up and running in 
2012. 

Dudley Council spokeswoman 
Vicky Marshall said: “We are still 


carrying out the feasibility study 
to assess the proposals of relocat¬ 
ing the archive service to the 
Black Country Living Museum.” 

Under provisional plans a 221- 
space temporary car park would 
be installed on the former 
Freightliner site in Tipton Road. 

Plans to move the archive 
service have sparked opposition 
from campaigners who said it was 
a “waste of money” and the service 
should stay at the old Mount 
Pleasant School, Coseley. 


Threat to 
police 

A MAN on a drunken 
night out who threat¬ 
ened police has been 
given a conditional dis¬ 
charge. Lee Young, aged 
19, of Islington, Hale¬ 
sowen, admitted using 
threatening words or 
behaviour. He was also 
ordered to pay £85 costs 
at Dudley Magistrates 
Court on December 31. 

Young, a freight 
handler, had been cele¬ 
brating his 19th birth¬ 
day in Stourbridge and 
threatened to knock offi¬ 
cers’ heads off. 

Mr Gerry Vahey, 
defending, said Young 
apologised. 
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Full y Fitted 


C&T DOORS & 
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Burglar left his 
phone at house 


Warren fries to the rescue 


Warren Rudge, of Ivans Fish & Chips in Cradley Heath, with 
Lee Featonby is encouraging people to donate old clothes 


A BLACK COUNTRY chip shop is 
offering free food to encourage 
people to donate their old clothes 
for a good cause. 

Lee Featonby, aged 32, from 
Ave Maria Close, Cradley Heath, 
persuaded Ivans Fish & Chips 
owner Warren Rudge to give a 
free bag of chips to anyone who 
hands in a black bin liner of cloth¬ 
ing tomorrow (January 14). The 
shop is in Reddal Hill Road. 
Clothing is collected by Loaves ‘N’ 


Fishes, a Christian project sup¬ 
porting people in the Midlands. 

“I told Warren my idea and he 
was all for it,” said Mr Featonby. 

“Originally the plan was for me 
to buy the chips for everyone at a 
discounted price but then the chip 
shop offered to do it free.” 

Among those supported by 
Loaves ‘N’ Fishes, based in Water¬ 
fall Lane, are people who have 
been in house fires or victims of 
domestic violence. 


A BUNGLING burglar 
who left his mobile phone 
full of photos of himself at a 
house he had raided has 
been jailed for 19 months. 

Thomas Winkett, aged 23, 
of Mullett Street, Pensnett, 
was identified by the pictures. 

He also left a calling card at a 
second house he burgled - a blood 
stain which enabled officers to 
trace him through DNA testing. 

Crack cocaine addict Winkett 
carried out seven raids in Brierley 
Hill. Wolverhampton Crown 
Court heard he needed money to 
fund his “intense” drug habit. 

Computer 

Mr Howard Searle, prosecut¬ 
ing, said Winkett broke into a 
house in Orchard Street and took 
a computer, two mobile phones 
and £75. He was disturbed by the 
owner’s young daughter, who 
screamed, and Winkett escaped. 

But he left a mobile containing 
photographs of himself and was 
picked up by police, Mr Searle told 
the court on January 5. 

Winkett also raided a house in 
Brierley Hill only to leave a drop 
of blood on the kitchen floor. 

Winkett admitted the two bur¬ 
glaries and asked for five similar 
offences to be considered. 

Mr Ekwall Tiwana, defending, 
said Winkett had started using 
cannabis after losing his job and 
the break-up of his relationship. 

But the father-of-one then 
moved onto crack cocaine which 
had “devastated” his life. 

Judge Jonathan Gosling told 
Winkett it was to his credit he had 
admitted all his crimes. 

Winter garden talk 

AN ILLUSTRATED talk on The 
Winter Garden will be held at a 
nursery near Kingswinford later 
this month. The lecture at 
Ashwood Nurseries on January 
29 costs £6. Call 01384 401996. 


Primary 
school 
to go up 
for sale 

A 100-YEAR-OLD 
former Halesowen school 
which closed four years 
ago is being put up for 
sale. 

Holt Farm Primary 
School shut in summer 
2006, with Dudley educa¬ 
tion bosses blaming 
falling numbers. 

The building was used 
by Olive Hill Primary in 
the 2006-07 educational 
year during construction 
work on its own site, but 
has not been used since. 

A consultation period 
was set up by council 
chiefs from July until 
November but there was 
only one expression of 
interest in the site during 
that time. 

Future 

Dudley Council 

spokesman Phil Parker 
said the site would go on 
to the market. 

Only one representa¬ 
tion to the council was 
made during the consul¬ 
tation period which was 
an inquiry about the 
future use of the land. 

Council chiefs say it 
has taken them until now 
to decide on the future of 
the site as disposing of 
school playing fields is a 
legal process and any 
proposals must go to the 
Secretary of State. 

The school closed 
despite a high-profile 
campaign when parents 
demonstrated outside 
the education depart¬ 
ment’s offices in Dudley 
in a bid to save it from the 
axe. 

When it closed its 
doors in July 2006 there 
were emotional scenes as 
pupils said goodbye for 
the final time. 


Three ways to bring out 
the creativity in your child. 
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Glory of 
pubs in 
new play 

THE Black Country pub 
trade is the subject of a 
new play to be performed 
in Cradley Heath. 

Entitled “Snug — pubs, 
people and poetry” the 
production is based on 
personal testimonies and 
anecdotes and will be 
held at the Hollybush 
pub in Newton Road next 
month. 

The show has been 
created by Heather 
Wastie, aged 55, of Kid¬ 
derminster, and Emma 
Purshouse, 44, from 
Wolverhampton. 

They are members of 
performance poetry 
group “Brewers’ Troupe” 
and have been working 
on the project since last 
March. 



David Riley, of Dudley Zoo, trains young barn owl Echo to fly to the scales 

Feather weight success for owl 

WHILE losing weight tops many a new for the bird to reach her ideal flying weight 
year’s resolution, Dudley Zoo’s new barn to take part in the falconry displays held in 
owl is celebrating already reaching her the courtyard of Dudley Castle. Staff must 
target weight. make sure she remains hungry enough to 

Weighing 330 grams, 20-week-old Echo chase the treats offered . 
was far too heavy when she arrived last He said: “If she is too fat, she will just sit 
month and was put on strict rations of day- in a tree and do nothing. However, if she is 
old chicks and mice to help drop to a healthy too skinny, she might become aggressive. 
295g. “She has been trained to sit on the scales 

Curator Matt Lewis said it was essential every day.” 


Hospital has drop in patients 
with drink-related problems 


MORE than 6,000 patients 
were admitted to Dudley’s 
main hospital with alcohol- 
related injuries and conditions 
last year. 

New figures show the largest 
numbers of admissions were men aged 
41 to 55 from the Beacon and Castle 
and Wollescote and Lye areas of the 
borough. 

The number of people treated at 
Russells Hall Hospital has fallen from 
6,562 in 2008/09 to 6,105 in 2009/10. 

NHS Dudley said the figures relate 
to alcohol consumption as well as 
drink-related illnesses such as cardio¬ 
vascular disease and muscular and 
nervous system diseases. 

They also include slips, trips and 


falls. Health bosses in Dudley said 
they were committed to tackling the 
problem in the borough. 

Diane McNulty, public health 
manager at NHS Dudley, said : “We 
know that alcohol misuse is one of the 
biggest health issues in the Dudley 
borough and we are committed to tack¬ 
ling the problem from a variety of 
angles. 

Deliver 

“We have a borough-wide alcohol 
strategy and by working in partner¬ 
ship with other NHS organisations, 
the local authority, police and the vol¬ 
untary sector we are able to deliver a 
really wide range of projects to limit 
the damage of alcohol misuse to our 
local residents.” 

They have previously tried to reduce 


the number of admissions through pro¬ 
motional campaigns to try and change 
people’s behaviour towards alcohol. 

Nationally alcohol-related admis¬ 
sions to hospital have soared by more 
than 50 per cent during the last five 
years. 

There were 945,469 admissions to 
hospital for alcohol-related harm in 
England in 2008/09 up from 863,257 
drink-related admissions in 2007-08. 

In October, NHS Dudley, along with 
the Dudley Group of Hospitals NHS 
Foundation Trust, took part in Alcohol 
Awareness Week where they gave out 
tips to help people monitor their 
alcohol consumption. 

In 2008/09, the trust spent more 
than £5 million on treating patients 
with alcohol-related illnesses. 
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To win simply answer the following question 

What is the name of the brazzerie? 


Send your answer to HOTEL COMPETITION, Chronicle series 
(editorial), 51-53 Queen Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. Closing 
date Thursday, January 20, 2011. 

Usual rules apply. Editor’s decision is final. Only one entry per household. 
The break is available until June 30 (subject to availability) and is for two adults 
or one adult and one child. 
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Day Nursery 

Ofstfrd Registered 

Hger Lily Day Nursery provides nursery 
ora aid education forchildrai rged between 6 
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Our fool ia 

•To p now de a wfestiimikvang experience for children 

•To mnkc ta&rnrgfiin 

• To adopt i he pH kcqpl iy of poStf ve konl ng through peesd ^ p ty 
•To pnoude healthy nutritioifi rrai\z 

No £50 ration fee for <HM»1 S tari n g ! n Jot*nry or Fernery 

jetin runjLlcojitr/5ide ai die autskirteof t-fadoso^wi.itfcariidwl kxaUoi 
tfmt 15 iKCCtffck for no ites to n(J«ro andVKi rrancrsftne 

Tb arrang* a raur or if j<xi r n«| trie former 

pte.'ffe coitaucU* on 0121 550 2224 or 

•sml LPat /dr»,n t TthTri rpirf- 

23 Lutle/ Une, hfayley Graen„hfcUwCTrt«i, 

V*5rtidhidse&> I EH 
VfcbehB w€biT)a.com^|prll><tefrijr^ery 


l4 r» i 4Wft 4r4 • IN • U*m«f ^ §4 


Countryside cure for 
those winter blues 


Sweeping staircase off the reception area 


The spacious dining room 


AFTER this harsh winter the ideal tonic would be a short 
break away at a lovely hotel in the countryside - and even 
better if it is free! 

The Chronicles series has teamed up with The Fairwater 
Head Hotel to offer a full two nights break for two in a double 
room and full breakfast to the value to £520 for two people 
with complimentary lunch and dinners in the Greenfields 
Brazzerie. 

Tucked away in peaceful countryside and approached 
down leafy lanes of Hawkchurch - the 'village of roses' - the 
Fairwater Head Hotel is on the Dorset/Devon border just five 
miles from Lyme Regis and the Jurassic coast - England's 
first natural World Heritage Site which covers 95 miles of 
truly stunning coastline from east Devon to Dorset. 

It is the ideal location for touring or simply relaxing in the 
hotel's award-winning gardens and restaurant. 

Extensive 

All the hotel's light and airy en suite bedrooms have views 
over the hotel's extensive two-acre gardens and some look 
even further over the Axe Valley. All rooms have Freeview tel¬ 
evision, radio, telephone, hairdryer and tea and coffee 
making facilities (with Devon fresh milk of course), soft white 
duvets and Egyptian cotton towels. 

The Greenfields Brazzerie gives visitors the chance to 
enjoy the best of Devon and Dorset produce cooked by the 
hotel's award-winning chefs. Only local ingredients are used 
to ensure the utmost freshness and quality. 

The lucky winners will arrive on Friday evening for their 
fully-inclusive weekend. They will be greeted with a compli¬ 
mentary bottle of champagne and stay in one of the top 
rooms in the Edwardian main house. Also included is dinner 
and wine for Friday and Saturday night and lunch for Satur¬ 
day and Sunday. 


Delightful setting of the Fairwater Head Hotel 


SALE 

PRICES 

HELD 


even though 
VAT's increased 
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Enjoy a stress free 
quality coach holiday 
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AND MANY MORE! 


LONDON THEATRE WEEKENDS 
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PRIGS INCLUDES: 

• Lic*ir\* C^ach Trauel 

• 2 N frits - Marriott Hotel 

• EnjJibFi fr-rot/del* 

• Dinnor - Saturday Evening 

• TOufdf B&O SfcKSC* 

• 'Visit toWndwr 

• Theatre Tkket - CO Vol-ke 

■ Lcrxton Guide i Map 

■ Hotel Leisure Fodlfies 

WEEKLY DEPARTURES 

Jersey Boys £179.50 


Other Shows 5 Itineraries 

Available Prom Only £96.50! 

T 325 SS 1 F* I 


Full Brochur# Available 
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Make a date 
with us on 

Saturdays 
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thechronicle 


High rise 
search 
for an 
‘angel’ 


THE search is on for good 
neighbours to be hon¬ 
oured at an awards cere¬ 
mony. 

Now in its sixth year the 
annual Good Neighbour 
Award specifically high¬ 
lights good deeds that go on 
behind the scenes in high 
rise communities. 

Residents in Dudley are 
being asked to nominate 
people they feel deserve this 
year’s award. 

It could be someone who 
does odd jobs such as cooking 
or shopping for an elderly 
resident or people who are 
just generally good neigh¬ 
bours. 

The winner and runner-up 
will be chosen by a judging 
panel and handed their tro¬ 
phies at a forthcoming High 
Rise Living Forum meeting 
in March. The closing date 
for entries is January 20. 

Nominations 

Councillor David Simms, 
cabinet member for housing, 
said:“The Good Neighbour 
Award is a perfect way of 
thanking the unsung heroes 
of our high rise housing.” 

Dudley Council and 
Dudley Federation of 
Tenants & Residents Associ¬ 
ation have teamed up with 
the High Rise Living Forum 
to run the awards. Nomina¬ 
tion forms are now being 
delivered to residents in high 
rise blocks across the 
borough and are available at 
Dudley Council Plus, 
libraries and housing offices. 
For more information log on 
to www.dudley.gov.uk. 


Hopes rise 
that stalled 
project will 
finally start 


WORK on a stalled multi-million 
pound regeneration project for a 
Black Country town could get 
under way within a year, a leading 
councillor has said. 

Dudley Council first unveiled plans 
for shops, homes and a health centre in 
Cradley almost three years ago. 

But the scheme has yet to start with 
councillors blaming the financial downturn 
and problems with acquiring land for 
delays. 

Now deputy council leader, Councillor 
Les Jones, has said officials were closing in 
on deals to allow work to begin. 

A decision on part of the scheme to build 
seven shops and 14 flats, in Windmill Hill, 
will be made by planners early next year. 

Councillor Jones hopes the Windmill Hill 


development will mark the start of rest of 
the project. 

As part of the project, Dudley Council is 
selling off land near Foredraft Street and it 
will be placed on the market to developers 
for housing. 

Plans for a new health centre, built with 
cash from Dudley Primary Care Trust as a 
public-private partnership with Dudley 
Infracare, are still on the drawing board. 

Frustration 

No suitable land which is big enough for 
the development has yet been found, 
although Councillor Jones says talks are 
continuing with landlords in the area. 

He said: “I know there is a sense of frus¬ 
tration from local residents about this 
regeneration scheme because they want to 
see a start to the works. But the opportu¬ 
nity is coming. 

“We are getting further 
and further down the line 
with this. 

“If everything goes to 
plan we could be looking 
at work starting within 
12 months to two years 
on the whole plan.” 

A detailed report was 
due to be discussed by 
councillors and the 
public tonight’s (January 
13) Halesowen area com¬ 
mittee. 


Meetings for residents 

A SERIES of public meetings for residents living in Stour¬ 
bridge has been announced. The meetings, organised by 
Dudley Council, are an opportunity for residents to air views 
or concerns. Norton Green Tenants and Residents Associa¬ 
tion hosts its meeting on January 17, at Gigmill Primary 
School, in The Broadway, Norton, Stourbridge, at 7pm. 

People are invited to the Wollaston Farm Tenants and 
Residents Association on January 25, St James’s C.E. 
Primary School, in Kingsway, Wollaston at 7pm. On January 
27, Green Street Gardens Tenants and Residents group hold 
a meeting at Bailey Court, off Green Street, at 7pm. 


Students celebrate new head 



The Kingswinford School students Ruth Pearson, Paul Carpenter, Macauley Unwin, 
and Samantha Meese, all aged 15, back,with head girl Tamara Jackson, 16, and head 
boy Harry Thynne, 15, with new headteacher Bronwyn Hedley 


A SCHOOL in Dudley is celebrating the 
arrival of its first female headteacher since 
it opened almost 70 years ago. 

Bronwyn Hedley took the reins at The 
Kingswinford School in Water Street, 
Kingswinford, on January 1 — and says she 
can’t wait to get her teeth into the running 
of the school. “I’m very honoured and feel 
very privileged to be given this position. 

“It is exciting to be given the opportunity 


to lead such a wonderful school.” After 
starting out teaching geography, history 
and religious eduction, Mrs Hedley has 
spent her entire career at the school. 

She has worked with five headteachers - 
David Wood, Geoffrey Harrison, Peter 
Limb, Darren Francis, and John Simms 
and says she has learned something from 
each. Mrs Hedley was promoted from the 
role of principal deputy head. 


Centro 

seeking 

opinion 

A PROGRAMME of 
meetings and exhibitions 
about the future of public 
transport in the West 
Midlands has been 
extended to give more 
people a chance to have 
their say. 

Exhibitions are sched¬ 
uled to take place in 
January but transport 
authority Centro is now 
inviting businesses and 
the public to voice their 
opinion on the Local 
Transport Plan (LTP) at 
Transport User Forum 
meetings. 

The first is on January 
19 at Wolverhampton 
Council House for the 
Black Country with 
another at Centro House 
in Summer Lane, Birm¬ 
ingham, on January 25. 

Exhibitions include 
one between 11am and 
3pm on January 18 at 
Dudley Council Plus, 
Castle Street, Dudley, 
and 3-6pm on January 27 
at Lift Building, Venture 
way, Brierley Hill.Visit 
www. westmidlandsltp. g 
ov. uk/for malconsultation 
to post views. 

Rihanna at 
‘V’ rumours 

EMINEM, Rihanna and 
Arctic Monkeys are 
rumoured to be among 
the line-up for this year’s 
V Festival. 

The US stars and 
Arctic Monkeys are 
rumoured to be playing 
the festival, which will 
take place at Stafford¬ 
shire’s Weston Park and 
at Chelmsford on August 
21 and 22. Internet 
forums are awash with 
rumours about the star- 
studded line-up. 
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1301 

Building and Carpentry Contractors 

Quality Service and Workmanship on Alterations, Repair, 
General Maintenance; Extensions; A Conservatories. 

Qualified Tnitl« man 
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star extraTRAVEL 

Andre 
Rieu 

and the Johann 
Strauss Orchestra 

The Waltz King of Europe is 
returning to the UK in 2011 with 
his orchestra to perform in con¬ 
cert at the 02 Arena, London. 

Andre Rieu, one of the world’s 
greatest living musical legends was 
born in Maastrict Holland and 
classically trained. He is now an 
accomplished violinist, an excellent 
conductor and great showman. 

Andre brings the most delightful 
and innovative approach to his 
concerts, recreating the atmosphere 
of 19th century Viennese dance halls, 
accompanied by the Johann Strauss 
Orchestra, choir and soloists. 

You will hear music from his first 
album ‘Strauss & Co’ to his latest 
release, ‘Moonlight Serenade’ 

- it is a wonderful experience, not to 
be missed. 


Fora brochure call (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm), email 
starextra@expressandstar.co.uk (please include your name and address) 
or book online go to www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 



FROM £165 


Wednesday, April 20 
at the 02 Arena, London 

Includes: 

• Overnight accommodation 

• Continental breakfast 

• A seated ticket (upgrades available) 

• Return coach transfers in London 

• A visit to central London 

• Services of a tour representative 

Single room supplement £25 

Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V787X) 
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motors l i m i ti o c s 


Unit 3. H*rv«y Work* lnclu*trinl E®t«t*s» 

Sliolah Road, Halaaowort. 

West Midi an da B63 3PQ 

Proprietor: Julia Burt 


Calling All Drivers 

Do you fool vulnerable when you take your oar 
Into a garage for a service or repair work? 

Would you like to understand more about your 
vehicle repairs? 

Would talking to someone about tl>e work lie Ip? 

Deportment of Transport Approved Te^tina Station 

MOT te^te earned out on petrol, diesel and catalyst 
vehicles 

Mechanical repairs on ALL makes of cars 

No Jargon or gfmrnfcko 
No so cait*cl % ‘special c/e a/s' 

No extra hidden costs 
All Work earned out with your consent 
All parts returned for your inspection 
Vievi'irnj available 
FREE LOCAL COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE 





KINGS OF LEON 

IN CONCERT AT THE RICOH ARENA, COVENTRY 

DAY EXCURSION, 30 MAY 2011, FROM £82.50pp 


For on o 

r to mol 

<o o booking, ploos* coll Julio on: 

Ol 

21 

5 

03 0560 


star 

■A extra travel 



To book call: 0152437500 quote WOL 
or book online at www.starextra.concert.travel 


Organised by Omega Holidays, ABTAV4782. Subject to availability. 
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Fines written off for 
raider caught on site 



All smiles at the dentist’s, from left: receptionist Yazmeen Matloob, dentist Dr Mirza 
and dental nurse Karen Kaur 

All smiles for Barnardo 
fundraiser at dentist’s 


TIPTON Dental Practice 
were giving away more 
than £500 worth of 
dental care in their 
festive charity raffle. 

Principle dentist Dr 
Kazim Mirza and his staff at 
Tipton Dental Practice on 
Owen Street, were hoping to 
raise an equivalent £500 for 
Barnardos, the UK’s leading 
children’s charity. 

The team have been col¬ 
lecting donations for the 


past three months but hope 
that by offering prizes more 
patients will be encouraged 
to part with their small 
change. 

Community 

Over the past nine-years 
the surgery has dedicated 
much of its time to engaging 
the local community with 
various events. 

Dr Mirza said: “We really 
want to help promote 
Barnardos and we hope that 


our raffle can draw in 
enough funds to beat last 
year’s £300. 

“I hope that everyone will 
show their support to such a 
worthy cause.” 

This year’s prizes include 
a free in-surgery tooth 
whitening session worth 
£400, three home whitening 
kits and several oral 
hygiene kits including 
toothbrush, floss-picks and 
mouthwashes. 


A METAL raider caught red-handed 
in Tipton had more than £900 of 
unpaid fines written off and was told 
to do 80 hours of unpaid work to make 
a “fresh start”. 

Jamie Malpass was caught holding 
copper piping when he and brother-in- 
law Andrew Buckler were found at the 
disused Bonner Regis site in High Street, 
Princes End. 

Warley Magistrates Court heard how 
the pair went into the site on November 
16 via a removed rear door because two 
men, claiming they were clearing the 
site, told them to take what they wanted. 

Malpass, of Beddows Avenue in 
Coseley, and Buckler, of Wednesfield 
Road, Willenhall, thought they could 
make cash selling the scrap but did not 
know an alarm had been triggered. 

Miss Pushpa Sheemar, prosecuting, 
said police found Malpass and Buckler 
with piping in their hands. Malpass, 26, 
admitted burglary with intent to steal. 

Mr Chris Stapleton, defending, said: 
“Mr Malpass has constantly stated he 
was walking along and saw two people 
carrying piping who said help yourselves. 

Finances 

“He had found himself in a dire situa¬ 
tion, his finances were very bad and he 
wasn’t being allowed to see his children 
by his partner.” 

He added that Malpass had co-oper¬ 
ated fully with police. 

The court heard Malpass had broken a 
community order and needed to complete 
120 hours of unpaid work and pay £1,319 
in costs, fines and compensation. 

Chairman of the bench Mrs Glenise 
Edwards said she would remit the oldest 
fines for a total of £903. 

“This is your chance for a fresh start,” 
she said. 

Malpass was given another 12-month 
community order with supervision and 
80 hours’ unpaid work to run consecu¬ 
tively with his outstanding order. 

Earlier this month co-accused Buckler 
was given a 12-month community order 
with 80 hours’ unpaid work, plus £85 
prosecution costs. 
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ENTERTAINMENT 



COMING SOON 


THE GREEN HORNET FROM JAN 14 

It’s going to be another year for comic 
book heroes with The Green Lantern and 
Thor in the pipeline but the first of the bunch 
is The Green Hornet with Britt Reid played by 
Seth Rogen, as the son and heir to Los 
Angeles’ largest newspaper fortune. 

Just like Bruce Wayne aka Batman he is a 
rich, spoiled playboy who has been happy to 
drift through life doing whatever his fortune 
allows. 

However, the death of his father James 
Reid played by Tom Wilkinson, brings Britt 
into contact with employee Kato, a role taken 
on by the late great Bruce Lee in the TV series 
but this time played byJay Chou. 

Their social consciences are collectively 
pricked and Kato builds The Black Beauty, 
the inevitable and indestructible car which no 
comic book hero should be without and as 
you would expect comes with every weapon 
imaginable. The twist this time comes as Britt 
decides that to be heroes, they will pose as 
villains. 

Cameron Diaz adds the glamour as Reid’s 
new secretary, Lenore Case and of course 
you can’t have a hero without a nemesis, 
stand up Christopher Waltz as Mr Big, Ben¬ 
jamin Chudnofsky who has all the gangs 
under his power - cue the action. 

Visit www.sonypictures.com/movies/the- 
greenhornet/ 

CONVICTION - THE TRUE STORY OF 
BETTY ANNE WATERS FROM JAN 14 

This inspirational story stars Hilary Swank 
as Betty Anne who is devoted to her brother 
Kenny, played by Sam Rockwell who was 
sentenced to life for murder in the 1980s. 

Convinced of his innocence Massachu¬ 
setts mother and wife Betty sets about 
devoting her life to overturning the convic¬ 
tion. 

She puts herself through high school, 
college and, finally, law school in an 18-year 
quest to free him. With the help of best friend 
Minnie Driver as Abra Rice she dissects the 
evidence and pushes herself and everyone 
around her to the limit to achieve her goal. 

MORNING GLORY FROM JAN 21 

In this romantic comedy Becky Fuller, 
Rachel McAdams, is a young producer who 
must save her TV show and her love life. 


However, she has atough job on her hands 
when she’s given the task of resuscitating a 
flagging breakfast TV show Daybreak, which 
has already eaten and spat out several sea¬ 
soned producers. 

Her first job is to bring on board the leg¬ 
endary but notoriously difficult, presenter 
Mike Pomeroy played by screen veteran Har¬ 
rison Ford to work with self-important 
anchorwoman Colleen Peck played by 
another veteran Diane Keaton. 

It’s not hard to figure out that sparks start 
to fly and things go wrong, to add to her woes 
her personal life in the form of boyfriend 
Adam - Patrick Wilson - is heading for an 
iceberg. 

Can she calm the storm between her bick¬ 
ering hosts, save the show and keep her 
boyfriend on board - there’s only one way to 
find out. 




BLACK SWAN FROM JAN 21 

Nina played by Natalie Portman is a balle¬ 
rina in a New York City company whose life is 
dance. 

She lives with her retired ballerina mother 
Erica - Barbara Hershey - who is a driving 
force behind her daughter’s professional 
ambition. 

Dance director Thomas Leroy played by 
Vincent Cassel replaces prima ballerina Beth 
MacIntyre, Winona Ryder, for the opening 
production of their new season, Swan Lake 
and Nina is now his prima. 

However, she has competition in the form 
of the new dancer, Lily, played by Mila Kunis, 
who impresses Leroy just as much. 

The famous ballet requires the prima balle¬ 
rina to play the White Swan with innocence 
and grace, and the Black with guile and sen¬ 
suality. 

Nina fits the White Swan perfectly but Lily 
is the personification of the Black Swan. 

As the two young dancers’ lives become 
entwined their rivalry morphs into a twisted 
friendship thus the central question of the 
film asks will Nina survive as she explores her 
her dark side with a recklessness that threat¬ 
ens to destroy her. 

Visit www.foxsearchlight.com/blackswan 


THE MECHANIC FROM JAN 28 

This remake of the 1970s Charles Bronson 
classic has Arthur Bishop played by Jason 
Statham who is the mechanic of the title - an 
assassin with a strict code and a unique 
talent for cleanly eliminating targets. 

Bishop is the best there is, a professional 
perfectionist with total detachment. 

But when his mentor and close friend 
Harry, Donald Sutherland, is murdered, 
Bishop shows human weakness. 

He chooses his next assignment and 
wants those responsible eliminated. 

However, Harry’s son Steve played by Ben 
Foster complicates matters when he shows 
a determination to learn Bishop’s trade. 
Bishop decides to take the student deep into 
his world and a deadly partnership is born. 

But while in pursuit of their ultimate mark, 
deceptions threaten to surface and those 
hired to fix problems become problems 
themselves. 

Visit www.themechanicmovie.com 

TANGLED FROM JAN 28 

Tangled is Disney’s retelling of the Rapun- 
zel fairytale. 

Princess Rapunzel who is voiced by 
Mandy Moore, is a teenager with 70 feet of 
enchanted blonde hair who has been impris¬ 
oned in a tower by the witch Gothel who is 
given life by Donna Murphy. 

As you can imagine homesick Rapunzel 
wants to head back to the kingdom of her 
childhood. 

So when lovable rogue Flynn voiced by 
Zachary Levi takes refuge in the tower as 
well, she espies an opportunity. 

She makes a pact with the thief and the 
pair become entangled in an adventure. 

With her pet chameleon and a police-horse 
by her side, Rapunzel heads for home. 

As you will no doubt expect this Disney 
animation comes with catchy songs, comic 
characters, plenty of action and of course 
loads of hair. It will be released in two and 
three D versions 

Danny Farragher 
See local cinemas for showings. 
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Love your football? 

Then you’ll love... 



Our all new 16-page pull-out is packed with action, 
reaotion and pictures from the weekend’s games 


Join our new signing Big Ron exclusively 
every Monday in 24:7 - it’s THE place to get 
your football fix - 24=7 


expressandstar.com 

IN PRINT - ONLINE - ANYTIME 
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Addict is 
jailed 
for theft 


ATHIEF and mother of 10 who stole goods worth 
£346 from Boots has been sent to jail for 16 
weeks. 

Janet Rollinson, aged 47, of Pleasant View, 
Lower Gornal, pleaded guilty to shoplifting when 
she appeared at Warley Magistrates Court on 
December 31. 

Rollinson is a heroin and crack cocaine addict 
of 12 years but had recently begun a methadone 
script to get off the drugs, the court was told. 


Mr Kulbir Paul, prosecuting, told the court she 
had left custody on November 3 after a 20-week 
sentence for a similar offence. 

Mr David Wilkins, defending, said: “She has 
one of the longest criminal records I’ve ever seen. 

“She has 10 children in care. This offence was 
to raise some money to buy them presents.” 

Passing sentence, magistrate Mrs Jane 
Rashid said: “This offence is so serious only 
custody can be justified.” 


New library to open 
by end of the month 


Blind Dave’s latest challenge 


RUNNER ‘Blind’Dave 
Heeley has not let 
Christmas interrupt 
training ahead of his 
next marathon mission. 

His latest challenge, 

Blind Dave’s Top to Toe 
Epic Fundraiser, will see 
the 52-year-old run and 
cycle from John O’Groats to 
Land’s End in 10 days in a 
bid to raise £100,000 for 
Macmillan Cancer Support. 

The runner, who 
famously ran seven 
marathons in seven conti¬ 
nents in seven days in 
2008, will run a marathon 
each morning, followed by 
an average 74 miles on a 
tandem. He will leave John 
O’Groats on August 10. 

And though the father-of- 
three, of Oak Road, has 
indulged in the traditional 
Christmas feasting, he has 
also boosted his training 
schedule in the evenings. 

Dave said: “At Christmas 
you tend to eat the stuff you 
don’t normally eat but I’ll 
be back on to my normal 
snacks now, mixed nuts, 
poppy seeds and sultanas.” 

For details, visit the 
website at www. blinddave- 
heeley.co.uk. 



‘Blind’ Dave Heeley, from West Bromwich, gets set for 
10 marathons in 10 days 


BLACKHEATH’S £1.9 million library 
will open its doors by the end of this 
month. 

The new building, on High Street will 
provide library facilities as well as offices 
for Black Country Housing Group. 

Construction work on the library, which 
will be set over two floors, started in Feb¬ 
ruary 2010 and is a joint project between 
Sandwell Council and the housing group. 

Sandwell libraries have seen major 
investment in recent years. Oldbury has 
had a £6m new library which will open in 
the New Year and the new Great Bridge 
Library re-opened in July, following an 
eight month £750,000 refurbishment. 

Despite the recent investment the 
council is now reviewing the service in a 
bid to save £lm from its annual budget. 

Historic 

Plans to be considered include closing or 
reducing opening hours at underused 
sites. 

Meanwhile, opening hours at museums 
in part of Sandwell will be cut as part of a 
cost-saving programme. 

A review of historic buildings such as 
Wednesbury Museum and Art Gallery and 
West Bromwich’s Oak House is being 
carried out. 

New recommendations will be put to 
Sandwell Council in February. 

A plan presented to the council’s cabinet 
says that changes are necessary to reflect 
the cash available to provide services. 

This is despite plans to invest heavily in 
improvements to the buildings them¬ 
selves. It is not yet clear what the impact 
will be on jobs. 

The report will also prioritise events by 
looking at those with the most number of 
visitors. 
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REVIEWS 


Old Celtic magic brings 
horror into 21st century 

OUTCAST-CERT 18 

Outcast is a wannabe horror film which 
draws on ancient Celtic tradition and is set 
among the modern landscape of a bleak 
high rise estate somewhere in Edinburgh. 

The plot centres around a mysterious mother 
and son who move into one of the flats and are 
on the run from a deadly pursuer Cathal, played 
by a bearded James Nesbitt. 

Using an ancient form of magic to keep themselves 
hidden from their hunter, Irish travellers Mary, played 
by Kate Dickie and her teenage son, Fergal - Niall 
Bruton, wind up in the dingy flat. 

It seems their only neighbour is a family which 
includes the streetwise and pretty Petronella, a Scot¬ 
tish/Romany girl played by Hanna Stanbridge who 
befriends Fergal and finds him an oasis in the tangle of 
her life coping with her retarded brother and alcoholic 
mother. 

Mary is extremely protective of her son and for good 
reason for they hide a secret which when unleashed 




leaves a trail of dead bodies. She is ded¬ 
icated to keeping her son out of the 
clutches of Cathal but now has the 
added complication of keeping him 
away from any romantic entanglement 
with Petronella. 

Cathal using his own style of dark 
magic to hunt his quarry creates panic 
for Mary and her son as she discovers he 
is closing in 

Using her own blood and protective 
symbols around their new home Mary 
uses all her witch-like powers to keep 
prying eyes away and to avoid the 
inevitable showdown with their Van 
Helsing-style hunter. 

One of the problems with this film is it 
never seems sure of what it is, it’s not 
gory enough and takes itself too seri¬ 
ously to be a slasher movie. 

It isn’t really scary enough to be a full¬ 
blown horror film and doesn’t really have 
enough special effects to be a sci-fi 
movie. 

There are, as you can imagine, the set 
pieces of the minor characters wonder¬ 
ing around the dark concrete landscape 
just waiting to be attacked. 

You have to give it to director Colm 
McCarthy he does create a menacing 
arena with his shots of the bleak urban 
surroundings in which the characters 
dwell. However, Nesbitt is never fully 


Above Niall 
Bruton as 
Fergal with 
Hanna Stan¬ 
bridge as 
Petronella. 


Left Cathal, 
James 
Nesbitt, uses 
ancient ritual 
to hunt his 
prey. 


convincing as the brooding hunter protected 
by the ancient symbols tattooed into his flesh 
as he goes on his quest. 

He even comes over as a little incompetent 
as the one thing he is told about leaving a trail 
he forgets almost immediately. 

Outcast doesn’t really have the jump factor 
as a horror film and never really builds the 
tension high enough to keep you on the edge 
of your seat. 

Outcast Cert 18 is out on DVD January 17 
Danny Farragher 
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Castle Aerials 

DUDLEY- 

Freesat Box 
and Dish 

Oil C Including 
LI IU Installation 



iTVInseelons 
1 Digital Switchovers 

Multipoint Installations 
• Asral Upgrades 
DAB F&dios 

Lot Prices High duality»Friendly Reliable Sendee 

AJ! VM touted* A 1 ! A.m Conrad 


Tel: 01384 350150 



Explore your world with 

star ★extra travel 

See us online at: 

www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

UK trips, Europe by coach, air and Eurostar, 
plus holidays further afield. 

Brought to you by the 

Express & Star 


History 
in the 
making 


ALONG-RUNNING history society has released 
its programme of events for the first part of 2011 
and is inviting visitors to attend. 

Amblecote History Society meets at the 
Church Hall in Vicarage Road on the second 
Wednesday of every month from 7.30pm. 

It is dedicated to preserving and recording the 
history of the village. 

Visitors are welcome to attend for an admis¬ 
sion fee of £1.50. Further details are available by 


calling Helen Cook on 01384 395034. 

The February 9 talk will focus on the Grey 
family of Enville. 

On March 9 Ian Bott will look at Black Country 
mansions, including those situated in the Amble¬ 
cote area. 

A talk on the history of Witley Court, Great 
Witley, once owned by Black Country industrial¬ 
ists the Foleys and Dudleys, will be staged on 
April 13. 


Hotel’s £5m revamp 
stalled by opposition 



Owners Wilf and Terrie Beardsmore with the plans for Dunsley Hall Hotel 



An artist’s impression of how the new extension and spa would look 


A£5MILLION transformation of a land¬ 
mark Kinver hotel, which may create up 
to 170 jobs, has stalled in a row between 
its owners and English Heritage. 

The Grade-II listed Dunsley Hall Hotel, 
Kinver, is due a revamp to create a five-star 
venue in time for the 2012 Olympics. 

But owners Terrie and Wilf Beardsmore suf¬ 
fered a setback as English Heritage announced it 
was “strongly opposed”. Under plans, the number 
of bedrooms would increase from 10 to 34 and a spa 
and function room would be built. 

Staff numbers would rise from about 30 to up to 
200. Although English Heritage agreed in princi¬ 
ple to plans to transform former stables into bed¬ 
rooms, it called parts of the plan to extend the 
main hall to create new rooms “disproportionate.” 

Petition 

The Beardsmores want villagers and customers 
to back plans and force an English Heritage 
rethink. They say if they have to go back to the 
drawing board, it will leave them thousands out of 
pocket. 

More than 30 people visited the Dunsley Hall 
Road hotel to see plans on January 3. Some signed 
a petition which owners plan to send to South 
Staffordshire Council. 

Mrs Beardsmore said they turned away 
£600,000 of business because of a lack of bed¬ 
rooms. Plans will be resubmitted to the council by 
March. 

English Heritage spokeswoman Renee Fok said: 
“We are strongly opposed to the proposed new 
extension to the principal listed house which will 
approximately double its existing ground floor 
area and be wholly disproportionate to, and out of 
keeping with, its present vernacular scale and 
character. 

“It will significantly damage the character and 
appearance of the walled garden, and be visually 
intrusive and out of place.” 

South Staffordshire Council spokesman Jamie 
Angus said they met owners in December to 
discuss plans and offer advice on the way forward. 



TWENTY years ago, he was 
standing on the shores of 
Rio de Janeiro, gripping a 
surfboard and taking his 
pet lion for a walk along the 
beach. 

Twelve months ago, he was 
about to undergo a third opera¬ 
tion on his damaged shoulder, 
struggling to find work, and 
desperate. 

Now, he is a cult figure, has 
performed on stage live for mil¬ 
lions of viewers, and can’t go 
out without being mobbed. 

He is even on the shortlist for 
a spot on next year’s I’m a 
Celebrity... Get Me Out of Here! 

Yes, it’s been an interesting 
journey for the Black Country’s 
latest musical star, Wagner 
Carrilho. 

The former Sandwell martial 
arts instructor was back on 
home ground recently with a 
show at Stourbridge’s River 
Rooms where he earned £3,000 
for singing five songs. 


Wagner said he had “singing 
in the blood”, and had always 
hoped to follow in the footsteps 
of his entertainer father 
Paschoal - known as “The 
Prince of the Audiences”. 

When Wagner was a 
teenager, his father was struck 
down by illness and young 
Wagner decided he should get 
a “safe” job as a PE teacher. 

“In those days, those were 
the safe jobs,” said Wagner. 

Football 

“If you had a job for the Gov¬ 
ernment, you had a job for life, 
so there were many applicants. 

“They held tests at the Mara- 
cana football stadium as there 
were so many, with spectators 
watching. And I passed.” 

The passionate Brazilian 
moved to Dudley to be with first 
wife Trudi Brass in 2002 - a 
marriage which broke down 
just weeks later — and started 
working as a supply teacher. 

He also ran his own conser- 


Wagner pictured at his recent Stourbridge concert 


vatory fitting firm, and taught 
karate. He was made a British 
citizen at a ceremony at Dudley 
Council House in 2005. 

Problems struck when 
tendons in his shoulder, weak¬ 
ened from years of high-impact 
work, became damaged beyond 
repair. 


He went on X Factor, he said, 
simply to increase his chances of 
getting another job. And the rest 
is TV history. “It is crazy how 
much my life has changed since 
I was walking on the beach with 
my lion,” he said. 

“But it’s all wonderful. I feel 
very honoured.” 


Hot desking speeds 
up in bid to cut costs 


PLANS to introduce “hot 
desking” for staff at Sandwell 
Council look set to be acceler¬ 
ated in a bid to save cash. 

The authority needs to save 
£75million over the next four 
years and is planning to close 
offices. 

The council’s finance boss has 
now said the introduction of an 
“agile” working scheme - which 
would get rid of individual desks 
to allow office employees to work 


from any desk at the authority’s 
sites, or even from home — would 
be starting imminently. 

One of the first locations will be 
Oldbury’s new £6m library and 
office space Jack Judge House, 
which is due to open next month. 

Councillor Steve Eling, cabinet 
member for strategic resources at 
Sandwell Council, said: “At the 
moment I am looking to acceler¬ 
ate how quickly we are looking to 
introduce hot desking in order to 
realise savings sooner than later. 


“We will be rolling it out so in 
time it should be available to 
everyone who is office based. 

“But in order to make it work 
we have got to have this system 
where people log into the phone 
with their own number, so we 
have got to upgrade phone 
systems to make it work.” 

In April the authority 
announced it was looking to close 
a third of offices with outdated 
ones sold off and rented accommo¬ 
dation vacated. 


Free grit 
scheme 

EVERY household in 
Sandwell could be given 
a free bag of grit under 
plans being considered 
by the borough’s council. 

Council leader Coun¬ 
cillor Darren Cooper 
wants people to do their 
bit in a freeze and said it 
could cost the authority 
as little as 20p per 10kg 
bag for the 90,000 house¬ 
holds. Plans are being 
costed with a decision on 
the way. 

Councillor Cooper 
said: “We are also talking 
to voluntary organisa¬ 
tions that could drop a 
bag of grit off.” 
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ran £119.00 


Dining Irani £199.00 

With over 100 suites on display, modern and traditional in luxury 
leather or fabulous fabrics, recliners, sofas, suites, corner groups, 
we’ve got the lot all under one roof with ample free car parking. 
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How Tim went all of a Twitter 
to find singers to back album 



Four singers who recorded for Tim Prottey-Jones, from left: Rachel Tucker, Samantha Barks, Jessie Buckley and Colleen Ballinger 


Former music student 
Tim Prottey-Jones tells 
LEON BURAKOWSKI 

how rising singing stars 
helped him realise his 
songwriting dream 


A SONGWRITER from Birmingham has 
won the support of some of the West End 
and Broadway’s rising stars on a new 
album which showcases his songs. 

Former Wolverhampton University music 
student Tim Prottey-Jones, who lives in Edg- 
baston, has an amazing array of vocal talent 
on his debut release, More With Every Line. 

The line-up of guest singers on his album is 
akin to an Andrew Lloyd Webber spectacular, 
and features three young singers who first 
found fame on Lloyd Webber’s TV search for a 
Nancy for Oliver!, I’d Do Anything. 

That includes current star of Wicked in the 
West End, Northern Irish singing sensation 
Rachel Tucker; Eponine in the current London 
cast of Les Miserables and recent Royal 
Variety star Samantha Barks; and I’d Do Any¬ 
thing runner-up Jessie Buckley, an Irish 21- 
year-old gaining a reputation as an exceptional 
jazz singer while also studying at RADA. 

Positive 

“Their support has blown me away,” said 
Tim, who is originally from Droitwich Spa. “I 
got in touch with them via Twitter or Facebook 
and then I sent them demos of my songs. I 
didn’t dare dream I would get such a positive 
response.” 

Tim plays all the instruments on the album 
but collected the vocals over six months, jug¬ 
gling his aspiring showbiz career with his day 
job at community music charity Sound It Out. 

Former Hear’Say and West End Grease star 
Noel Sullivan was first on board and then 
Barks, before she won her current role in Les 
Mis, and the last to contribute was Tucker, 
taking time out in September from her busy 
schedule in the green make-up as Elphaba. 

“I would travel down to London with my own 


recording gear and set up in my friend’s apart¬ 
ment in Islington and they would come to the 
apartment to record their vocal,” says 30-year- 
old Tim. 

“I think it may have seemed a little strange 
to them but they liked the friendly atmosphere 
and they liked the songs. The vocals are 
amazing.” 

The Americans recorded their vocals at a 
studio in New York between Broadway per¬ 
formances. The others singers taking part are: 
Louise Dearman, currently playing Glinda in 
Wicked in London; Daniel Boys, who featured 
in TV Joseph search Any Dream Will Do; 
Tittuss Burgess, an American tenor who 
starred in Disney’s The Little Mermaid on 
Broadway; Victoria Hamilton-Barritt, currently 
playing the lead as Alex in the West End pro¬ 
duction of Flashdance The Musical; Broadway 
leading men Aaron Lazar and Drew Sarich; 


and former S Club 7 singer Jon Lee with his 
Tomorrow Morning co-star Julie Atherton. 

One of the most surprising recruits to the 
album is Colleen Ballinger, better known by the 
name of the internet phenomena she created 
on YouTube, Miranda Sings, in which a hope¬ 
less wanna-be murders famous songs. To sing 
that bad you have to be able to sing good too. 

Humbling 

The singers showed their support in another 
way, performing for no fee or next-to-nothing, 
a humbling display of support that has fuelled 
Tim’s desire to pursue a career in musical 
theatre. 

He comes from more of a rock background, 
since living in Walsall while studying at the uni¬ 
versity campus, he has drummed in various 
rock bands. But he was drawn to musicals via 
his love of Lloyd Webber’s music for rock 


opera Jesus Christ Superstar, a devotion 
which saw him joining West Bromwich Oper¬ 
atic Society to play the role of Jesus at the 
Grand Theatre and the Alexandra Theatre last 
year 

The collection of songs on More With Every 
Line are drawn from two musicals that he has 
written, Once Bitten and AfterTheTurn, and he 
has already started planning a second album 
of his songs with guest singers. He has a ‘wish 
list’ of vocalists he hopes to get involved in the 
latest project, topped by Les Mis star John 
Owen Jones. 

Now it’s just a matter of waiting to see if 
Tim’s songs reach enough of the right ears to 
make his showbiz dream come true. 

More With Every Line is available to down¬ 
load from iTunes, or the CD can be ordered 
from Amazon or London musical theatre store 
Dress Circle. 



PLEASE NOTE: prices are per person unless 
otherwise stated and travel insurance is not 
included in the price. Coach pick-up points 
offered (excluding air, Eurostar breaks plus 
certain cruises) are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, 
Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

Call (01902) 319999 (Monday-Friday, 9am to 
5pm) or email starextra@expressandstar.co.uk 
(please include your name and address). 


Please read brochures/web pages for full description 
plus terms/conditions Dates subject to avai^^^ 


star ★extraTRAVEL 


See us online at www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 


Hadrian’s Wall 

and Cumbria’s Coastal 
Railway 

Four days departing May 6 


West Coast USA 
and Las Vegas 

Eleven days 

Various departure dates 


The John Smith’s 
Grand National 

Two days departing April 9 



PRICE FROM 


£239 

PRICE FROM 

£1,049 

PRICE FROM 

£115 


•Return coach travel 

•Three nights half-board accommodation 
•Single rail journey from Carlisle to Ravensglass 
•Entrance to Chester Roman Fort and 
Corbridge Roman Town 

•A tour of the Lake District and a visit to Hexham 
•Services of a tour manager 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


•Return flights 

•Nine nights room-only hotel accommodation 

•Free time in San Francisco, Anaheim and Las Vegas 

•Full-day visit to the Grand Canyon 

•Visit Monterey, Carmel and the 17-mile Drive 

•Visit to Hollywood 

•Optional excursions offered 

•Sen/ices of a tour manager 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


•Return coach travel 
•Overnight half-board accommodation 
•Entrance to the Steeplechase Enclosure 
(ticket upgrade offered) 

•Visit to Chester 
•Sen/ices of a tour driver 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V787X) 


Organised by Newmarket Air Holidays (ABTA V7812, ATOL 2325) Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Four-star Disneyland® Paris London by rail 

mystery break Magical breaks 


Two days departing February 20 


Three days Three days 

Departing Feb 19, Apr 23, 30, May 28, Jul 22 Various departure dates 


Spa break 


Two days departing March 13 



PRICE FROM 


£75 



PRICE FROM 


£149. 95 * 


PRICE FROM 


£119. 95 


PRICE FROM 


£75 


•Return coach travel 
•Overnight half-board accommodation 
in a four-star hotel 
•Leisure facilities at the hotel 
•Visit to a popular town or city 
•Services of a tour driver 

•Single rooms subject to availability - no supplement 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


*Child (age 3-11) from £109 
•Return coach travel 
•Return Channel crossings 

•Two nights bed and breakfast accommodation in the 
Paris area 

•A one day ticket to Disneyland® Park or 
Walt Disney Studio’s® Park (ticket upgrade offered) 
•Services of a resort representative 
•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V787X) 


•Return standard class rail travel 
(first class offered for a supplement) 

•Two nights bed and breakfast accommodation at a 
choice of four-star London hotels 
•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


•Return coach travel 
•Overnight half-board accommodation 
•Full use of the hotel’s leisure facilities including gym, 
swimming pool, sauna, steam room and hot tub 
•2-for-1 drinks offer between 7pm and 10pm 
•Light entertainment following your evening meal 
•Spa treatments available to book (extra charge) 
•Optional coach transfer to a nearby golf course 
on day 2 (golf fees not included)) 

•Services of a coach driver 
•Single rooms subject to availability 
Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 
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High rise 
search 
for an 
‘angel’ 


THE search is on for 
good neighbours to be 
honoured at an awards 
ceremony. 

Now in its sixth year the 
annual Good Neighbour 
Award specifically high¬ 
lights good deeds that go on 
behind the scenes in high 
rise communities. 

Residents in Dudley are 
being asked to nominate 
people they feel deserve this 
year’s award. 

It could be someone who 
does odd jobs such as 
cooking or shopping for an 
elderly resident or people 
who are just generally good 
neighbours. 

The winner and runner- 
up will be chosen by a 
judging panel and handed 
their trophies at a forthcom¬ 
ing High Rise Living Forum 
meeting in March. The 
closing date for entries is 
January 20. 

Nominations 

Councillor David Simms, 
cabinet member for 
housing, said:“The Good 
Neighbour Award is a 
perfect way of thanking the 
unsung heroes of our high 
rise housing.” 

Dudley Council and 
Dudley Federation of 
Tenants & Residents Associ¬ 
ation have teamed up with 
the High Rise Living Forum 
to run the awards. Nomina¬ 
tion forms are now being 
delivered to residents in 
high rise blocks across the 
borough and are available 
at Dudley Council Plus, 
libraries and housing 
offices. 

For more information log 
on to www.dudley.gov.uk. 


1,400 parking fines are 
handed out at hospital 


ALMOST 1,400 parking fines were 
handed to drivers who blocked the 
path of ambulances and other 
emergency vehicles at Dudley’s 
main hospital last year, new 
figures reveal. 

Tickets were given to patients,staff 
and visitors who parked “inappropri¬ 
ately” at Russells Hall Hospital. 

Red lines have been painted in certain 
parts of the site after complaints that lives 
were being put at risk because of the incon¬ 
siderate actions of drivers. 


Motorists often leave their cars on the 
lines to avoid paying to park or if they are 
running late for appointments. 

There were 1,390 fixed penalty notices 
issued in 2010 carrying a fine of £15. If this 
was not paid after 14 days, the fee was 
increased to £30. 

Paula Clark, chief executive of the 
Dudley Group of Hospitals NHS Founda¬ 
tion Trust, which runs the hospital, said: 
“There is a fixed penalty notice system in 
place for vehicles that are parked inappro¬ 
priately, for example on red lines around 
the hospital site where vehicles will cause 
an obstruction to other vehicles and on 
public footpaths. 

“There are notices clearly 
displayed around the hospi¬ 
tal site.” 

Car parking facilities at 
the hospital are provided by 
the trust’s PFI partners 
Summit Healthcare 

(Dudley) Ltd and managed 
by Interserve (Facilities 
Management) Ltd. 

The red lines were 
painted in 2008 and signs 
warning motorists were also 
installed. 

Permits 

A £6 million staff car 
park, with 691 spaces, was 
opened at the hospital last 
month. But staff living 
within a mile of the hospital 
will not be allowed to use it. 

More than 3,000 workers 
applied for permits. 

But the hospital said the 
number of parking spots 
was limited by council regu¬ 
lations. Monthly fees of £15 
are proposed for full-time 
staff, £7.50 for people 
working fewer than 18.75 
hours a week, £5 for bank 
staff and those earning 
£16,753 or less. 

The fees will claw back 
some of the building costs. 


Woman did not 
pay for petrol 


A WOMAN who admit¬ 
ted filling her car with 
petrol and driving off 
without paying on two 
occasions has been 
warned she faces jail. 

Lorraine Cotterill, aged 
47, of Stuart Road, Rowley 
Regis, pleaded guilty to 
charges of making off 
without payment at Dudley 
Magistrates Court last 
week. 

Errands 

The court heard she is 
still serving a conditional 
discharge for an unrelated 
crime. Magistrates 

adjourned the case until 
January 17 for reports but 
warned they were consider¬ 
ing a custodial sentence. 

Mrs Dawn Cartwright, 
prosecuting, said Cotterill 


had first pulled on to the 
forecourt at Dixon Green 
Service Station, Dudley on 
December 7. She filled her 
Fiat Punto with petrol 
worth £20.07 and left 
without paying. 

She returned on Decem¬ 
ber 10, filling her car with 
£30.31 worth of petrol, and 
again failing to pay. 

Her car registration was 
caught on CCTV and police 
visited her home. She 
claimed she was running 
errands which had 
increased the fuel consump¬ 
tion of her car. “She told offi¬ 
cers she had no cards or 
money to make payment,” 
said Mrs Cartwright. 

Mr Gerry Vahey, defend¬ 
ing, said: “This is a difficult 
matter as there is not a par¬ 
ticularly good reason for 
this.” 


New year traditions explained 


THE importance of a 
lump of coal, a piece of 
bread and a tall, dark¬ 
haired man to a tradi¬ 
tional Black Country 
New Year has been 
revealed to museum visi¬ 
tors. 

Staff at Dudley’s Black 
Country Living Museum 
also shared anecdotes of 
New Year traditions now 
lost to history with people 
touring the attraction. 

Visitors were told how 
it is traditional for a tall, 
dark-haired man to open 
the door of a house and 
welcome in the New Year. 
The man chosen would 
leave the house through 
the back door, walk 
around the house and 
open the front door, step¬ 
ping through. 

Coal was also a symbol 
of heat and health and 
bread on the table to 
signify wealth and pros¬ 
perity in the coming year. 

Among those sharing 
the traditions was 37- 
year-old Kerry Anne 
Marson, a guide at the 
Tipton Road museum. 

“The dark-haired man 
was itself linked with the 
legacy of the chimney 
sweep,” she said. 

“For example, having a 
chimney sweep at your 
wedding is a symbol of 
good luck and, of course, 
the soot turns a man’s 
head dark. The dark- 

Kerry Anne Marson and Dave Williams, from Dudley’s haired man was a similar 
Black Country Living Museum, celebrate the start of 2011 symbol to bring good 
with traditional symbols of bread and coal luck,” she added. 



School 
build hit 
by poor 
weather 

BUILDING work at a 
new £8million 

Sandwell primary 
school has been 
delayed by the ice and 
snow. 

Sandwell Council faces 
a race against time to 
complete the work at 
Tipton Green’s new 
primary school in time 
for September. 

Work to replace the 
existing Tipton Green 
Junior School on Park 
Lane West started in 
July. It will provide a new 
three-form entry junior 
school together with com¬ 
munity facilities. 

Foundations have 
been laid but the scheme 
is already running 
behind schedule. Accord¬ 
ing to a timeline on 
Sandwell Council’s 
website work was due to 
start to install the roof 
this week. However other 
work will need to be com¬ 
pleted before this can 
begin. 

When the work is com¬ 
pleted, the school will 
provide larger new class¬ 
rooms and rooms for com¬ 
munity use. 

The new development 
is being built behind the 
current junior school and 
will be linked to the exist¬ 
ing Victoria Infants 
School. 

The current building is 
due to be demolished as 
soon as the new one is 
open. Opened in the 
1970s, the school is cur¬ 
rently oversubscribed. 

The new school will 
cost £8 million and will 
create more than 100 
new places for pupils. 
The plan is part of a 
borough-wide scheme to 
rebuild primary schools. 


Searching for a 
home has never 
been easier 



Brought to you by the Express & Star 
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FITNESS 


BEAUTY 


In the running 
for fitter future 


IF you want to know how to get in 
shape, exercise is the key. 

The tricky bits are: 

How to get, and remain motivated for the 
effort which will be required; What to do to 
get the most benefit from the minimum 
amount of effort; What you absolutely must 
do when you start out; What you absolutely 
must NOT do when you start out 

Motivation is a tricky one. We all like the 
idea of being able to get a great, trim body 
without any effort. However, we all know 
that life is never that simple. Sorry, but it’s 
going to take some effort. All of a sudden it 
doesn’t look so attractive. Maybe I haven’t 
got time to start right now... maybe next 
week... 

If you do really want to make a difference 
to your body, some things are certain: 

If you carry on doing what you’re doing 
now, nothing will change. If you are not pre¬ 
pared to put any effort in, you won’t even 
get started. If you hate the activity which 
you are going to do to get in shape, you will 
not last the distance. If you don’t start 
seeing results pretty quickly, you’ll give up 

This may sound harsh, but you may as 
well know the truth. The good news is that, 
if you are prepared to do some work, you 
can make huge gains, and pretty fast too. 

First you need to sort out your motivation. 
This really is just a question of thinking 
about what you want to achieve. 

Freedom 

Once you’ve become motivated, it’s all 
pretty easy to get in shape. First, decide 
what to do. There are loads of different 
activities which you could choose, some 
better than others at helping you achieve 
your goals. But the key is to find something 
(or things) which you enjoy doing. Try as 
many different things as you can, and find 
out what you enjoy doing. 

What about running? Many people hated 
it at school but now enjoy the freedom. 

The benefits are that you can run any¬ 
where you like, you are not dependant 
upon anyone else turning up (like team 
games), you can think about what you like, 
without background noise from other 
people, enjoy being out in the countryside, 
admiring the scenery and can run as fast or 
slow as you like. 

But you may prefer the social aspect to 


joining a team (e.g. basketball, football, etc), 
or the competitive aspect of joining a club 
(e.g. swimming, athletics, tennis etc). It 
doesn’t matter, as long as you enjoy it! 

Now for another major truth for answering 
the question: How to get in shape? That is, 
that the more vigorous the exercise, the 
better it is for you, and the faster you’ll 
make improvements. 

No-one runs slowly or cycles at a snail’s 
pace for fun. It’s human nature to want to go 
faster, to make more dramatic advances in 
your fitness, as well as beating your per¬ 
sonal records. So everyone who is trying to 
get in shape will naturally want to put as 
much effort as possible in, to get the 
maximum benefit out. 

Doctor 

Studies of people exercising have shown 
that the maximum benefit derives from the 
principle of progressive overload. That is 
doing an activity at a slightly higher level 
than you’ve done it before, then resting, 
then repeating. The human body is great at 
adapting to this sort of regime, and this is 
the way to make really fast progress in your 
health kick. 

Now to the two other questions at the 
start of this page. First - what MUST you do 
before starting to get in shape? You must 
get checked out by a doctor. No one likes 
doing this, but only someone who has phys¬ 
ically examined you can advise you about 
what you can do. Some people may need to 
start out with non-impact exercise (e.g. 
cycling or swimming) until they have build 
up their leg muscles (and/or lost sufficient 
weight) to enable their bodies to be able to 
take more vigorous exercise. Others may 
need to take special care with some other 
part of their bodies. 

Level 

If your doctor does advise you not to do a 
particular thing at the outset, don’t be put 
off the whole idea. Don’t forget that human 
bodies are supremely adaptable, so as you 
start doing even the lowest level of exercise, 
your body becomes stronger. So over a 
period of time you can build up to doing 
things you never thought possible. 

If 70-year-olds can start training for 
marathons, and actually finish them, there 
are virtually no limits to what you could 
achieve with the right level of application. 



Enjoy the freedom and the countryside 
views when you are out running 


Lastly, what must you NOT do when 
starting out? The most important thing is to 
avoid trying to make progress too fast. 
Assuming that you are out of shape to start 
with, you need to be very careful not to try 
too hard at first. If you can’t cross the road 
without breaking into a sweat, trying to run 
as hard as you can for 30 seconds could kill 
you. So start gently, and build up. 

Once you have built your fitness, you can 
start the progressive overload mentioned 
earlier to make more rapid gains. But if you 
try too hard right at the beginning, you run 
the risk of injuring yourself, and having to 
wait for your body to repair before you get 
started again. So if you want to know how 
to get in shape follow this advice and most 
importantly HAVE FUN! 

To find out more, go to www.getfitfeel- 
great.co.uk 


Spring ahead with 
the Riviera touch 


FORGET the gloomy weather outdoors and 
think of the sun-kissed beaches of the French 
Riviera. 

It’s the new season and time to update your make¬ 
up so check out the new No 7 range. It’s available at 
Boots stores and promises to transport you to the 
glamour and white-washed beaches of 1960s St 
Tropez. 

Dive into the shimmering aqua and coral found in 
the new eye palette, gel eyeliners, lipsticks and nail 
polishes to recreate the playful beauty of the rich and 
famous. The range is all wrapped up in the chic 
Monet-esque design. 

Shimmering 

No 7 make-up artist Lisa Eldridge, one of the most 
highly-regarded make-up artists on the scene, is 
famous for her understated approach to beauty. 

She loves the three gel eyeliners and the beautiful 
eye palette. The eye shadow quartet contains the 
prettiest washes with ‘barely there’ beiges, corals, 
pinks and shimmering turquoises and greens, all 
evocative of the Cote d’Azur. Teamed with the strong 


liners and the pale pouty lip colours the look is more 
than a little 60s Riviera starlet. 

And there are three ‘must haves’ for the new 
season - mascara to give you curved and volumised 
lashes; matte foundation for the flawless look and 
tinted triple protection moisturiser with 5-star UVA - 
an unbeatable protection against the main cause of 
ageing. 

And for that often forgotten area, hands, which 
have taken a battering over this harsh winter, there is 
the Protect and Perfect intense day hand cream with 
the same 5-star UVA protection and to really pamper 
them, the intense overnight hand treatment for hands 
in the need of a boost. 

These are just some new additions to the vast and 
acclaimed Protect and Perfect range. The No 7 
range is in Boots stores and often has three for two 
offers or money off vouchers available when buying 
other Boots products 

• Check out the full range in store, prices correct 
at time of going to press. Limited editions available 
from January 26-March 22. 



i$ 


>£> 


Limited edition gel eyeliners in black, blue and turquoise - £10.50 


BANISH THE BLUR 

BUT KEEP YOUR CASH! 

£2.99 v _ 
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£ 9.99 

varifocals 

£ 44.99 


Exactly the same quality as 
any High Street optician 
but at a fraction of the price 


from 


Dozens More Styles At These Prices! 
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FREE SPECS 
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Waking up to ways 
of making skin glow 



GOOD health is the secret ingredient 
of a glowing skin. By becoming 
healthy and staying fit all the time, 
people eventually notice that their skin 
looks better. 

It won’t be dry and scaly, but will have a 
natural glow to it. There are many ways to 
maintain this kind of skin condition. There 
is a variety of healthy foods you can eat to 
keep your skin looking young and fresh and 
glowing naturally all over. 

We have been taught since kindergarten 
to eat a balance diet and this includes 
incorporating a lot of vegetables and fruits 
in our protein and carbohydrate diet. 

They may not excite our taste buds when 
we were still kids, but as adults we should 
know that one way to keep our skin healthy 
is to keep our whole body healthy. 

And it will be noticed! Hair shines, skin 
glows, nails are strong and senses are 
intact. Therefore, the first step in keeping a 
healthy glowing skin is to stay healthy 
within. 

It is not just through eating that we can 
keep our body healthy. Getting the right amount of sleep daily, 
drinking enough water daily to keep the body hydrated, maintain¬ 
ing daily hygiene routine, regular bowel movements, and having a 
regular exercise regime are also important factors that are needed 



Don’t miss out on your daily fruit requirements 


It’s important to get the right amount of sleep 

by the body to be in good condition. 

The healthy foods you can eat come from a variety of choices. It 
is important to have them at different times of the week so that you 
don’t lose your liking for them. 

Because we are human, we also long for foods that are healthy 
yet delicious. They say it's not possible to get this package in one. 
Let's find out. 

A variety of fish like fresh tuna, mackerel, and sardines are good 
for the skin, too. They contain essential fatty acids that promote a 
healthy looking moisturized skin. 

Leafy green vegetables and spinach, also promote nourishment 
to the skin. It has high water content aside from the vitamins and 
minerals that it gives to the body. 

Hazelnuts 

Incorporate extra virgin olive oil in your cooking because it con¬ 
tains antioxidants and good fats that also promote skin nourish¬ 
ment. 

Fruits like berries, mango and avocado are the best fruits to eat 
to enhance skin texture as they are rich in antioxidants like Vitamin 
A, C and E. 

Wholegrain like bread and pasta are rich in fibre therefore pro¬ 
moting good digestion which is essential in the maintenance of 
good health. 

Almonds, hazelnuts, honey, green tea, and low-fat yogurts are 
also included in this list that promote skin glow. 

So to get a good looking, naturally glowing skin, try some of the 
healthy foods you can eat. See and feel the difference. Get your 
skin noticed and pass on the great tips. 


HALESOWEN CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, JANUARY 13 2011 Page 25 



H«Am* & F!>*** 


Leasowes Sports Centre 

Kent Road, Halesowen B628PJ. 
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1) Pay as you Go 

Gym Session • €4.50 
V, hour Class - £2.50 
45 mins Class • £3.50 
1 hour Class - £4.50 
1 % hour Class • £5.50 


2J Monthly 
Membership 

Unlimited Access 
to Gym & All Classos 
€27 per month 


3) Pre Pay Pass 



10 Sessions 
(Gym 
or Classes! 

€40 


No Joining Fee, No Contract 


0121 4223303 or Tmetieal1handfjtness.co.uk 


INDUCTIONS 
& NO 
JOINING 
FEE 


New Year open weekend 

15th and 16th of January 2011 

9.00 am*2.00 pm 

Com© and try us for FREE! Bring along a friend 

VUbrfcjut inlfieqynx cadtosufleorjofoinoneofetjririinilastef litress aesaiorys - 

includingZUMBA, Tciai Bast, Cane*nTen*, Lome Body Bltz, surf)*n Ton*, 
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__ FREEpiizt draw to wla a THREE MOUTH MEMBERSHIP!! 

Frit Imutv tart* Hill fit# lit mallaMt fftm Jrtt art Botlt***. Can tact htr tt 07585 417740 1 . vrurjvJM4«Mft£8 .«*: 

Unit 1 Borough Court, Grammar School Lane, Halesowen B63 3SW 

rr a 0/1/in Friendly comfortable atmosphere 
U1Z1 Z>Z>U U44U from a family run business 


Prize 
Draw for 
Every 
Visitoi 



?um 

£ 13 ODESSA 



w o 


rk-outz.co.uk 



OPENING HOURS 

Mon/Wed/Fn 

7.10 am-9.D0 pm 
Tdt/Thur 

3.10 am-D.DG pm 

sat/surt 

9.D0 am*2.DO pm 
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D&S KITCHENS, THE 
AWARD WINNING 
SHOWROOM, JUST 
COT EVEN BETTER! 

Superb new displays 
)7ic;lu(ii7ig cwdusi'/c liancile 
Ircednor rarge 
S 5 !l* stone wmEtnps 
Bliirn I'Eiti lailK operated 
drawer systems 
Second Nature hand 
painted dnor range 
Internal curved dooii: 
55ba4nx! drawees 
ATAG appISajjcchi 
De Dlet^cb appliances 
Second Nature Midlands 
Showroom of the Year 


Com* and vikit our 

award winning showroom 


p r,«mri fMUa. 

ON I'f r m n , 

VMii .I41a*4t 

TeftoijkH J4JJ99 

cfnc ^t*V)4i.naixil 

•f-od rrwvrir xA »t^i *if 

Ipnot |i'J*r 4 v 5 
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You can't recycle 
again & again & 
again & again & 

again & again & 

again & again & 


without adding 
some new fibre 

Recycling goes from strength to strength, with 80.6% of the raw materials in 
newspapers now coming from recovered paper. Paper cannot be recycled 
indefinitely, new fibres have to be introduced. Recycle your newspapers and you're 
reducing landfill and make responsible use of forest fibres. 


To find out more about recycling newspapers contact: 

The Newsprint & Newspaper Industry Environmental Action Group (NNIEAG) 
on 01793 889637 or www.nnieag.org.uk 

Issued by the Newsprint & Newspaper 
Industry Environmental Action Group 


<£> 

NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT 



Explore your world with 

ti( extraTRAVEL 

See us online at: 

www.OxprBStandstar.ConvslarexlratraYrel 

UK Tips. Ei» ope by coach, oir and Eurostoi. 
pits holidays further afiold. 
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Spanish firm offers to pay full 20 per cent VAT rate on selected models in its range 


SEAT picks up 
tab for VAT rise 

The VAT dis¬ 
count deals 
apply to 
SEAT’S 
popular 
Ibiza too 




SEAT will pay all the VAT on most petrol models, and half the tax on most diesels in the Leon family hatch range 



S panish car maker SEAT 
is bringing some welcome 
Latin excitement to the 
post-Christmas gloom by 
extending and refreshing its 
successful VAT-free offer. 

With value added tax now 
running at its highest level since 
its introduction in the UK in 1973, 
when it debuted at ten per cent, 
SEAT is happy to help insulate 
new car buyers from the latest 
increase. 

Extending across much of the sporty 
SEAT line-up, the VAT-free offer is 
now complemented by a new “14 VAT” 
deal that amounts to a ten per cent 
discount off a further tranche of SEAT 
models. And with a third, tempting, 


offer in the shape of zero per cent 
finance deals on a selection of new 
SEATs there really has never been a 
better time to pop into your local SEAT 
showroom. 

Customers can check full details of 
the deals at www.seat.co.uk but in 
short, the VAT-free offers apply to 1.4 
Chill and 1.4 85 PS petrol models in 
SEAT’s biggest-selling Ibiza range. 

All other versions, excluding the 
entry level cars, benefit from the new 
14 VAT discount. 

Meanwhile, all versions of shapely 
yet capacious Ibiza ST, enjoy the VAT- 
free deal too. 

Moving up the size range into the 
Leon family-sized five-seat hatch, 
VAT-free deals apply to S Emocion and 
all petrol models, excluding entry and 
Cupra R versions, while Cupra R and 
all diesel models, exclud¬ 
ing entry and S Emocion 
versions, benefit from 
the new 14 VAT discount. 

New car buyers in the 
market for roomy and 
flexible family transport 
should look no further 
than the Altea or even 
larger Altea XL, all of 
which are being offered 
with either VAT-free or 14 
VAT deals. 

Likewise, the luxuri¬ 
ous, elegant Exeo and 
Exeo ST get VAT-free, or 
14 VAT offers. 

Finally, all versions of 
the new Alhambra full- 
size seven-seat MPV get 
the 14 VAT discount 
which effectively brings 
the newly-increased 
Value Added Tax down to 
its original 1973 level of 
ten per cent. 

The new suite of offers 
will run throughout the 
first quarter of 2011, 
ending on March 31, and 
applies to eligible retail 
customer cars registered 
before this date. 

Success 

The retail campaign is 
also available to small 
fleet customers (sub-25 
cars) who buy their vehi¬ 
cles outright. 

SEAT UK head of oper¬ 
ations Richard Harrison 
said: “The exceptional 
success of our VAT offer 
towards the end of 2010 
meant we were under¬ 
standably keen to con¬ 
tinue the momentum 
into 2011. 

“Our dealers up and 
down the country have 
been busier than ever 
and now, with the 
announcement of these 
great new retail offers, 
I’m sure they can look 
forward to a fantastic 
start to the New Year.” 

He added: “The 

ongoing sales success of 
SEAT in the UK is built 
first and foremost on the 
sporty dynamic, practi¬ 
cal and luxurious nature 
of our cars but the move 
to make our models even 
more appealing with 
these great deals can 
only serve to support our 
growing success here.” 


Britannia 

Motors Ltd 
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» FORD FESTA 14 FLUE 3-cli: Metallic 

Blue, FA£ EW, AQ CO. Alloys.U4H 
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Lift. SOLD 

04 BMW JIMS Bade, PAG. EVjC AC. 

CD. Alloys.M4B 

02 PEUGEOT 3071A 3 d: Met Pant FA.S. 

EW AC Alloys.R2IB 

03 VAUXHALL 81 CHUM Z 2 Auto, Sihei; 

1/2 leafisi; PAG. EW. AC. Alloys ..R»W 
03 VAUXHALL ZAHRA 1A ELEGANCE 

Red Alloys, EW. PAG.BMW 
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The VAUXHALL 



20% OFF 


A new Vauxhall 


Hurry. Offer ends 
31st January 2011 
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Cars you can afford... 

...from a name you can trust 
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CLASSIFIED. 

TRADE SECRET 

"The my datsaifeL* section of the Express & Star ^»^S21 away a pfuven 5c be 
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John Kail. Highway Motorcycles 
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There's nothing Wee if for buying and setting 


01902 317878 

Express & Star | The Chronicle | wwv.expressandsiar com 
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NO Deposit and 0% Over 5 Years 


On Spark and Am At Halesowen Chevrolet 


SPARK 1.0 PLUS 


AVE01.2S 


SPECIAL OFFER' 

CAPTIUA 2.0 VCDi FWD 



£32.5 9 Per Week 


£34.57 Per Week 


HALESOWEN CHEVROLET 


Dudley Road, Halesowen B63 3NH 
Telephone 08433 160938 
www. halesowenmotorhouse co uk 


SAVE £4500 



CHEVROLET 
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Reply to an ad 
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by phone 


0905 436 6562* by post £3 


Dial the number below the advert you wish to 
respond to and when prompted input the six 
digit box number. 


by text 78850 _ 

Iran advert has a mobile phone symbol next to it (as 
above) simply send WOL followed by the box number 
of the advertiser you wish to respond to and send it to 
78850*. For example: WOL(space)123456(space)Hi 
saw your ad would like 2 know more about u. It's that 
easy!(£1.50 per message sent) 


If an ad has an envelope icon next to it (as above) 
send your reply in an envelope (addressed to 
the advertisers Box number) Place this envelope 
in a further envelope addressed to My Match, 
Classified Dept., Express & Star, Queen St, 
Wolverhampton WV1 3QL. Include your name 
and address on the back of a cheque or Postal 
Order for £6 per reply (two replies for £10) Make 
cheques or postal orders to Express & Star. In 
your main letter, ensure you leave a contact 
number for the advertiser to reach you on. 


Place your ad 

121 6140*> 


Call 


0800 


Remember if you leave your 
mobile number when prompted 
we’ll send you 2 free matches i 
each week, and you can 
subscribe to receive text alerts I 
when someone leaves you a 
voice message. 

To retrieve replies to your ad, 
just call 0905 436 6564* 


fREf 

ADS 




imtch 


View pictures 

Text 88833 


If an advert has a 
camera symbol next to 
it (as above) this means 
the advertiser has a 
photo. 


TextwoLVDATE [space] 
followed by the 
advertisers Box number 
to 88833. 



Helping you find your perfect 
match in the Midlands 


women seeking men j 

Ladies Text n' Chat. Text in now and 
chat to local people. Send : CHAT207 
To : 65125 (T&C's below)._ 

FEMALE 51, slim, 5ft 4ins, genuine, car¬ 
ing, seeks soul mate who is genuine and 
caring. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
3567610 

SLIM professional, attractive, amiable 
lady, 55, seeks genuine, articulate, pro¬ 
fessional gent, 55 plus with GSOH and 
enjoys the good things in life. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 356411 

OPEN friendly Christian female, profes¬ 
sional, seeks kind, caring, Christian 
male for friendship and more. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 348867 0 

SLIM attractive 44yr old female, N/S, no 
ties, likes travel, nights out, seeks male, 
40-50 for LTR. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 341491 0 ® 

SOPHIE 29 generously proportioned 
lady who loves all of her curves, looking 
for nice older male for good times and 
nice conversations. ACA. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 356139 0 

ATTRACTIVE 40yr old female, brunette, 
slim, trendy, no ties, high morals, seeks 
slim male for friendship/relationship. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 316619 

HELEN 38, one child, blonde hair, 5ft 
6ins, slim, attractive, likes swimming, 
dancing, seeks male, 43-53 for friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 331399 
LADY N/S, car owner, seeks lonely, 
retired gent with old fashioned values for 
friendship/days out and holidays. 
Stourbridge. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:354183 

LITTLE bit nice and definitely a little bit 
naughty! Imaginative curvy blonde 
seeks male for kisses and cuddles. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 

363428 0 S3 

ATTRACTIVE slim blonde, 45, seeks 
honest, caring, genuine male, 45-55 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 349651 

CURVY red haired female, been hurt in 
the past seeks older male to buy her 
flowers and mend her broken heart. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 377432 0 

SINGLE mum, non drinker, seeks male 
for nights out, meals and lots of fun. 
Dudley. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
353085 0 X 

ATTRACTIVE nurse, 48, 5ft 6ins, cine¬ 
ma, walks, country, WLTM attractive 
male of similar age for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
341479 

SLIM attractive, self sufficient lady, 44, 
GSOH, seeks special male, 35-50 to 
share evening in/out, theatre, possible 
relationship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 351813 0 

ATTRACTIVE female, 45, slim, affec¬ 
tionate, intelligent, seeks honest, caring 
male for fun and friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
301001 

FEMALE kind, giving, thoughtful, sensi¬ 
tive, seeks lifetime friend to love and 
understand me for who I am. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 350397 

FRIENDLY black female, attractive, 46, 
single mum, professional, seeks attrac¬ 
tive, solvent, trendy, professional, gen¬ 
uine male for LTR. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 349865 
PRINCE wanted, must be 6ft, loving, 
caring and honest, no old frogs. I am late 
50’s and attractive. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 337465 

SLIM 32yrold blonde, kind, caring, good 
listener, honest, likes to have fun, seeks 

male. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
339373 S3 

LISA 32, size 8, seeks male, 32-48 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 346713 0 


ATTRACTIVE black female, 33, likes 
music, cooking, cinema, seeks tall, gen¬ 
uine male, 30-40 for LTR. Single dad 
welcome. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box 
No: 315413 

60YR young lady, slim, 5ft 4ins, young 
outlook, GSOH, honest, caring, loving, 
likes travel, nights in/out, music, theatre, 
seeks honest, caring male, 58-68 for 
love and laughter. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 320067 0 

PROFESSIONAL lady, young 50, fash¬ 
ionable, pleasant, kind, likes country¬ 
side, outdoors, holidays, family life, 
seeks pleasant, committed Christian 

male. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
316403 

HI I’m Emma, a 31yr old smiley lady. I 
love fun and am looking for excitement 
with a fun male, I want to make you 
happy, age unimportant. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 355765 0 

BLONDE blue eyed, slim female, 56, 
likes dancing, music, meals out, cuddles 
in front of TV, seeks male for romance. 

Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
313849 S3 

ATTRACTIVE female, 42, slim, 
brunette, no ties, N/S, likes travel, nights 
out, weekends away, seeks slim male 
for possible relationship. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 327579 


HI I am Ellen 45, attractive with stat¬ 
uesque curvy figure looking for an 
uncomplicated relationship with under¬ 
standing male friend. Call me. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 356135 0 

28 YR old brunette, seeks fun loving, 
adventurous male for relationship. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 380918 0 

LADY 76, N/S, caring, respectable, 

WLTM gentleman, 70-76 for outings, 
holidays, day trips and friendship. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 340021 

ATTRACTIVE glamorous, black female, 
young 44, seeks male for friendship/dat¬ 
ing and LTR. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 339799 

PETITE dark haired lady, 43, size 10, 
seeks considerate, N/S male, 25-50 for 

fun. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 

338651 

60YR old lady, young at heart, divorced, 
medium build, likes kisses, cuddles, 
seeks gent, 50-61 with GSOH and simi¬ 
lar likes. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box 
No:334627 

WEST Bromwich female, late 50’s, mod¬ 
ern, romantic, easygoing, seeks active, 
genuine male, 45-60 for LTR. Driver pre¬ 
ferred. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 

336759 

GENUINE West Bromwich female, 
smoker, many interests, seeks fit male, 
driver preferred for LTR. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 334841 

BLONDE female, 32, fun loving, likes 
letting her hair down and kicking her 
heels up, caring, considerate, seeks 
likeminded male, 25-40. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 323417 & 

WHITE curvy female 33, GSOH, likes 
nice things in life, seeks gent 43-57. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 325939 

BLACK female, 38, seeks male, 30-50, 
adventurous, fun loving, daring and car¬ 
ing. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 

327355 

ATTRACTIVE widow, 5ft 7ins, genuine, 
sincere, OHAC, GSOH, likes dining out, 
holidays, seeks lonely, caring gent for 
friendship and happiness. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 331049 

YOUNG bubbly black lady, likes 
wining/dining, seeks mature male for 

fun. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 

328669 

SUE young thinking 54yr old female, 
varied interests, likes music, walks, cin¬ 
ema, pets, football, seeks N/S, genuine 
male for friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 328177 
RITA 32, size 16-18, 5ft 4ins, seeks 
male, 30-50 for friendship and more. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 324709 0 

STUNNING Caribbean black beauty, 33, 
size 10, 5ft 9ins, intelligent, caring, attractive male. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
classy, seeks generous, solvent, roman- Box No: 343735 
tic, male, 33-45 for loving, caring rela¬ 
tionship. Tel .No: 0905 436 6562 Box 
No:3267510 


tive, refined male for friendship/relation¬ 
ship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
313115 

MICHELLE black British, 30, curvy, slim, 
size 12, 5ft 5ins, sociable, friendly, 
understanding, loving, seeks male, 30- 
36 to enjoy romantic nights. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 317945 

72YR old widower, smart, likes travel, 
conversation, dancing, cooking, missing 
that special man in her life who is easy¬ 
going and N/S. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:349265 

ATTRACTIVE Tall, black female, 51,6ft, 
slim-medium build, kind, honest, consid¬ 
erate, own home, seeks genuine, tall, 
faithful, 6ft plus male, 45-70 with own 
home for serious relationship. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 349211 

53YR old female, young at heart, likes 
cinema, theatre, meals out, pubs, walks, 
holidays, seeks genuine, trustworthy 
male, 48-56. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:339275 

ATTRACTIVE single mum, 40, outgoing, 
seeks similar guy for good times, possi¬ 
ble relationship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:348919 ^ 

WEST Midlands female, 4, attractive, 
slim, divorced, N/S, seeks slim, clean, 


DO you know what women want? 40yr 
old petite lady needs spoiling and lots of 
love by attractive male, 45-55. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 327573 S3 

BLONDE attractive, educated lady, tall, 
slim, curvy, 47, seeks tall, professional, 

40-52. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
362478 0 

MAUREEN seeks male 32-45 for friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 323543 0 

FEMALE medium build, seeks nice N/S 
male, 40-42 for fun and friendship, 
maybe more. West Midlands. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 337985 0 
WIDOWED female, 65, likes socialising, 
holidays, meals out, seeks male for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 339765 0 

ATTRACTIVE slim female, 64, divorced, 
truthful, 5ft 3ins, modern, young at heart, 
seeks genuine, nice looking, clean male, 
57-67. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
338315 

FEMALE likes socialising, nights out, 
seeks attractive male for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:336477 

PRETTY size 8 female, 19, seeks male 
to spoil and treat her like a Princess. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 335019 

VAL 35, single mum, seeks male for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 334695 0 
COUNTRY loving female, black hair, 
green eyes, GSOH, likes countryside, 
cosy nights in, music, seeks similar 
male. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
333797 0 

SARAH 20, attractive, brown hair/eyes, 
nice personality, like pets, seeks similar 
male, handsome for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
317925 0 S3 

LADY 50, slim, GSOH, likes cooking, 
nights out, seeks genuine guy, 50-55 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 333183 

STEFF dark hair, single mum, small 
build, likes cosy nights in/out, seeks sin¬ 
gle dad, 30-40 for friendship, possible 
relationship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 333173 0 


KAREN 47, 5ft 9ins, civil servant, attrac¬ 
tive, down to earth, likes drink, dance, 
socialising, home life, seeks tall, profes¬ 
sional male, N/S for loving relationship. 

Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 324349 

WIDOW black hair, green eyes, likes 
countryside, pubs, music, nights in, 
seeks similar male. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 332231 

IRENE 72, N/S, active, 5ft 2ins, slim, 
blonde hair, seeks similar male for 


436 6562 Box No: 331301 


CONFIDENT full figured and all woman, 
likes cosy nights in with that special per¬ 
son, looking for friendship maybe more. 
Age/looks unimportant. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 356133 0 
BOSSY lady, 44, dark hair, fit, slim, good 
looking, seeks male, 40-50 who will do 
as he is told. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 326119 

PROFESSIONAL lady, 32, GSOH, likes 
music, arts, philosophy, theatre, reading, 
animals, politics, seeks genuine, intelli¬ 
gent funny man. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 310459 S3 

CURVY black female, seeks genuine 
male, 28-40 to make me laugh and have 
fun. Must have GSOH. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 317387 

ATTRACTIVE divorced 55yr old female, 
size 10, 5ft 6ins, blue eyes, long dark 
hair, seeks tall, medium build, athletic 
guy to put the sparkle back into life. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 318203 0 

PETITE blonde lady, 56, OHAC, likes 
countryside, nights out, dancing, cine¬ 
ma, theatre, holidays, seeks gent with 
similar interests. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 303395 


FRIENDLY outgoing, sociable lady, 34 
but looks mid 20’s (its true) WLTM 
adventurous male 18-65, I’m open to 
most ages/things, happy to try most 
things. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
355761 0 

HYi 


CHAT207_ 

65125 

' • ft JM207 

, 65125 


DARK haired lady, 45, seeks N/S male, 
40-50 for friendship and nights out. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 330549 0 

ATTRACTIVE widow, 5ft 8ins, OHAC, 
GSOH, likes meals out, holidays, WLTM 
gent, 70-80 for friendship and happi¬ 
ness. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
330461 

FEMALE 53, divorced, N/S, likes the¬ 
atre, music, seeks honest, caring, loving 
male for friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 328937 0 
MARIA 38, blonde, 5ft 5ins, caring, likes 
nights in/out, seeks caring male for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 329319 S3 

GENUINE caring widow, 64, attractive, 
likes reading, holidays, meals out, seeks 
genuine N/S male, 60-68. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 378566 

GLYNIS 47, slim, brown hair/eyes, trust- 
^ worthy, likes cinema, nights out, cinema, 
J wining/dining, seeks male. T£l No: 0905 


436 6562 Box No: 327379 0 


GENUINE easygoing lady, 80’s, N/S, 
seeks likeminded gent, 65-75 for friend¬ 
ship and company. Must be genuine. 
West Midlands. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:325719 

LADY 67, N/S, caring, likes sports, 
seeks male, 60 plus for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:323529 

YOUNG 72yr old female, slim, active, 
attractive, likes walks, seeks similar 

male. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
324441 0 

LADY 60’s, seeks male for friendship, 
holidays and socialising. Car driver with 
ability to tow a caravan a bonus. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 324265 
TALL slim, young at heart 48yr old 
female, seeks tall, kind hearted male for 
nights out and companionship. Tel No: 
0905 436 6562 Box No: 323863 0 

BLACK beauty, 29, 5ft 4ins, 14st, size 
16, single mum, likes cooking, reading, 
travel, socialising, seeks honest, down 
to earth male, 30-45 Single dad wel¬ 
come. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
308031_ 

SYLVIE 59, N/S, long blonde hair, 5ft 
2ins, slim, OHAC, likes cycling, walks, 
keep fit, horse riding, holidays, theatre, 
films, meals out, GSOH, seeks male for 
friendship/LTR. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 321149 0 

CLARE 56, likes theatre, animals, films, 
seeks caring male with GSOH, 50-60 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 367984 0 S3 

SINGLE mum, likes walks, nights in/out, 
seeks fun loving male with similar inter¬ 
ests. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
320937 0 

SHEILA 5ft 4ins, blue eyes, red hair, 
16st, 53, likes music, meals out, country 
walks, seeks male, 45-54 who is sin¬ 
cere, fun loving for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
321455 0 

ROSANNA 41, caring, loving, devoted, 
loyal, seeks male for friendship, maybe 

more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
322921 

ATTRACTIVE divorced, single mum, 38, 
5ft 5ins, blonde hair, green eyes, seeks 
similar, honest, attractive, dark haired 
male, 35-43 for friendship, maybe more. 

Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
307800 0 

45YR old natural red head, likes rock 
music, seeks tall, dark, genuine, honest 
male for possible relationship. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 312491 

ATTRACTIVE female, medium build, 
dark hair, hazel eyes, seeks male, 20-30 
for relationship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:315415 

HAYDA widow, black hair, green eyes, 
likes countryside, pubs, nights in, 
GSOH, seeks country loving male for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 320583 
TWO attractive ladies who like to dance 
and socialise, need two smart partners. 
Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 


CUSTOMER support 0844 800 1188 

Monday - Friday 9 to 5 or alternatively, you can email us 
at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


LINDA 70’s, likes theatre, dancing, 
seeks nice gent for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
355891 

BRUNETTE attractive lady 38, seeks 
male, large build for friendship/relation¬ 
ship. Telford. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:354117 

YVETTE pretty, stylish, modern, 44, out¬ 
going, bubbly, sporty, seeks male for 
nights in/out. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:351997_ 

SHROPSHIRE female, 40, seeking 
friend/relationship with a genuine male. 

Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
353071 ® 

SINGLE mum, new to area, red hair, 
blue eyes, slim, seeks handsome guy 
30-40 for friendship, maybe more. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 346715 

ATTRACTIVE slim blonde, 45, seeks 
honest, genuine, caring male, 45-55 for 
fun and friendship, maybe LTR. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 347799 


men seeking women j 

Guys Text n' Chat. Text in now and 
chat to local people. Send : CHAT207 
To : 65125 (T&C's below). 

SINGLE dad 46, average looks, N/S, 5ft 
6ins, dark hair, likes music, country 
walks, pubs, seeks female, 35-50 for 
friendship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box 
No:356763 0 

MIKE 47, brown hair, blue eyes, tall, 
easygoing, romantic, likes films, walks, 
sports, meals out, seeks soul mate to 
spoil for friendship, maybe more. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 323711 B 

SHEFFIELD male, 42, genuine, honest, 
lots of love to give, seeks special lady, 
35-42. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
383402 

GENUINE male, 6ft 1 ins, blue eyes, 
shaven head, nice personality, seeks 
genuine, honest, loving female, 30-40’s, 
slim-medium build. Dudley. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 355735 

41 YR old professional male, seeks 
attractive, mature female, 50-70 for rela¬ 
tionship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box 
No:355637 0 

DAVE 68, widower, kind, loving, likes 
holidays, meals out, theatre, nights in, 
seeks slim, attractive female, 60-68 for 
friendship, maybe more. Bridgnorth. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 355395 ® 

MALE 39, honest, GSOH, N/S, likes 
nights in/out, seeks kind hearted female 
to share good times with. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 356771 
MIKE 49, slim, young looking, seeks 
female, 35-50 for friendship and going 
out for a laugh. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 314247 ® B 

KIDDERMINSTER man, 55, 6ft, slim, 
handsome, honest, true Knight, seeks 
Princess for happiness, romance and 

fun. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
355297 0 

WALSALL male, 56, good looking, N/S, 
placid nature, seeks similar female, any 
age for friendship/relationship. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 354961 ® 

ATTENTIVE retired professional, young 
60, divorced, 5ft 9ins, seeks similar 
attractive, N/S female, 50-55 for friend¬ 
ship. Staffs. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box 
No:354765 

STEVE 54, seeks large, mature female, 
35-65 for fun. Can travel. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 330103 
35YR old male, GSOH, WLTM female, 
30-50 for nights in/out, possible relation¬ 
ship. Stourbridge. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 354261 
MIKE 49, slim, young looks, seeks 
female, 35-50 for friendship and going 
out. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
356651 0 B 

MALE 56, young looks, N/S, honest, 
loyal, caring, quiet, seeks similar female 
for life long soul mates. West Midlands. 
Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 353851 
ROBERT 66,national trust member, 
honest, caring, likes most sports, travel, 
theatre, seeks lady for friendship, maybe 
more. Staffs. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 351067 

47YR old male, average build, short hair, 
tall, seeks lady, 35-47 with GSOH for 
friendship/relationship. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 329917 

SINCERE guy tall, good job, seeks 
female to ne my friend and soul mate. ( 
Wolverhampton. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:3515810 

TREVOR young 49, tall, rugby type 
build, down to earth, caring, respectful, 
own car, likes walks, meals out, cooking, 
seeks soul mate and best friend. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 323403 

YOUNG looking 57yr old male, seeks 
petite, red headed female with lovely 
green eyes, 38-52 for relationship. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 

383182 0 S3 


GENUINE Hednesford male, 58, N/S, 
retired, likes sports, meals out, cinema, 
seeks female, 45-60 for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:349625 ® 

MALCOLM 70, N/S, non drinker, likes 
caravans, weekends away, socialising, 
drives, seeks female for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 341345 0 

CHRISTIAN male, 53, young attitude, 
fashionable, athletic, 5ft lOins, adventur¬ 
ous, seeks soul mate. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 381618 

ATTRACTIVE tall, black male, 6ft 3ins, 
slim, 40’s, caring, genuine, GSOH, 
seeks female, 25-55 for fun, friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No: 341031 

MARTIN 52, GSOH, romantic, tactile, 
solvent, seeks special female for nights 
out and possible relationship. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 315713 

SLIM attractive male, 47, seeks caring, 
loving lady for nights out and friendship. 
Please reply for free hug. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 347521 S3 

67YR old male, 5ft 8ins, GSOH, likes 
most things, seeks female, 60-70 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 332871 0 

EARLY 50’s male, seeks tactile female 
for kisses, cuddles and naughty indoor 

fun. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
351923 0 

KEVIN professional male, new to area, 
seeks friendly, laidback female for nights 

out. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 
317489 0 

MALE seeks attractive female for fun 
and friendship. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:356437 

TALL handsome male, 41, GSOH, likes 
romantic days/nights in/out, WLTM 
attractive, down to earth, young lady, 35- 
55, size unimportant. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 346611 0 S3 

STEVE 47, medium build, seeks female 
for nights in, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 356361 0 
IAN 41, 5ft 1 ins, slim, dark hair, seeks 
similar for fun. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:355869 

57YR old male, 6ft, medium build, likes 
nature, walks, quiet pubs, seeks female, 
50-65 for friendship, maybe more. Tel 

No: 0905 436 6562 Box No: 324746 

MARK blond, 5ft 9ins, WLTM girly, petite 
lady, 45 plus. Wolverhampton. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 352269 ^ 

JOE 35 slim-medium build, caring, hon¬ 
est, GSOH, romantic, seeks female, 20- 
34 for fun and friendship. Tel No: 0905 
436 6562 Box No: 340607 

ROBERT 47, 6ft, medium build, blue 
eyes, likes pubs, meals out, cinema, 
karaoke, seeks female, 45-50 for friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. Tel No: 0905 436 
6562 Box No: 338219 0 B 

ANDY hurt in past, seeks likeminded 
female for fun. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:340077 

JOHN new to area, seeks likeminded 
female for fun. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:336969 

STEVE 43, slim, blue eyes, seeks 
female, size 14 plus, 45 or over for fun 
and laughter. Tel No: 0905 436 6562 
Box No:336647 


gay/friends seeking 


KEVIN 34, 6ft 2ins, blond hair, medium 
build, toned, young boyish good looks 
likes nights out, sports, holidays, seeks 
similar male, any age for fun. Tel No: 

0905 436 6562 Box No: 355984 S3 


adult contacts 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: 0905 calls cost £1.30 per min. 09052/0906 calls cost £1.00 per min. 0779: 25p, Plus network extras. Mobiles will be considerably higher. TEXT*: SMS Chat Services: 65125/88300. After registration you will be sent 3 chat mesg at a cost of £1.50 per mesg then all subsequent mesg received 
will be charged at £1,50/mesg. Sent mesg are free. Text services are moderated by experienced operators. EasyChat/FastChat: You will be sent a MMS with 3 photos at a cost of £1.50 per photo. Subsequent msgs charged at £1.50 per msg.. Check your operator's to send mms charges. 88833 texts £1.50 per 
msg. Mobiles must be MMS/Wap compatible in order to use these services, if not contact your Network Provider. Texts to 78850 cost £1.50 per message received. A minimum of six messages are checked and passed for safety sake before users may pass contact details. To Stop send STOP to 78850. Text alerts 
are charged at £1.00 per week (2 x 50p billed msgs). To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk<http://www.localdates-terms.co.uk> /. We reserve the right to contact individuals with pro¬ 
motional information. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK PO Box 56394, SE1 OWT, 0844 800 1188. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for 
regulatory purposes. Adverts are from Wolverhamptom and surrounding areas and may appear in other publications. WC100111 
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JOHN MORRIS 



STILL FREE DELIVERY • STILL FREE REMOVAL OF OLD APPUANOE • STILL 17 .t% VAT 

BOSCH WASHER 

_ *1-100 spin 




' 


HOTPOINT WASHER HOOVER WASHER ZAN US SI WASHER 

• HOD Spin 
•6kg Load 

• A Energy 

• Super 
Quck 'jcash 


QALE PRICE 

£319 


•12DD 5pm 
• 6 kg Load 
•A Ensigv 
•Quidwcash 


BALE PRICE 




• 1&Z0 Spin 

• 6lig Lood 

• 29 min 
QuickxasH 

• A Bneigv 


BALE PRICE 



• 5.5l<g tead 

• A ererg/ 

• Quick-wash 


QALE PRICE 


HOTPOINT DRYER ZANUSSI DRYERS 
REVERSE ACTION • * * ?i<g Load 
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Osbourne’s double brings Town the victory 

LEE OSBOURNE netted Tipton Town 2 tors breaking to the other deny Tom Hill but the Kirby defender with just 

on his home debut as Kirby Muxloe 1 end where Aaron deadlock was broken 12 minutes to play. 

Tipton recorded a useful - Preston’s header was seven minutes before the Jones then hit a post but 

Midland Alliance victory place of the unavailable cleared off the line. break when Ross Brown the visitors set up a tense 

over Kirby Muxloe to end Eric Bowen. Ricky Baker’s volley played the ball into Jozsef last few minutes with the 

the visitors’ 11-game Both sides showed no then stung the hands of Jakab. It then fell to goal of the game. Pollard’s 
unbeaten run. signs of rustiness early on visiting keeper Tom Osbourne who shot low shot was well blocked by 

Steve Palmer returned with a high-tempo start. Holyoak. into the bottom corner. Dan Parker but, as the 

to the side in defence while It was end-to-end stuff Tipton keeper Matt Tipton made it two in ball looped up into the air, 

Cameron Jones was given with Tipton forcing an Sargeant made a fine save the second half, Osbourne he unleashed a stunning 

a start wide on the right in early corner and the visi- down to his right side to scoring with the help of a volley to score. 


LATE GOAL LIFTS 
YELTZ TO DRAW 


Treble for 
Blount as 
Hawks ease 
to victory 


Halesowen Town 2 Windsor and Eton 2 

RUBEN IZQUIERDO was once again the star man for Hale¬ 
sowen as he notched a late equaliser to earn a point against 
Windsor and Eton at the Grove. 

The Spaniard struck with 11 minutes to go and had earlier won the 
Yeltz a penalty, despatched by Justin Nisbett, with a Jake Parsons 
brace putting Windsor ahead in between, writes David Johnson. 

Marlon Walters was handed the captain’s armband and joined on his Yeltz 
debut by Dexter Ravenhill, also formerly of Redditch. 

The financially-troubled visitors boasted a fine away record of just one defeat, 
but squandered a string of good chances and in-form former Newcastle striker 
Paul Robinson was kept quiet. The early chances fell to the visitors. 

Chris Owen’s ninth- 
minute cross just evaded 
the head of Michael 
Chennells and Robinson 
fired a free-kick straight 
at home goalkeeper 
Simon Flower soon after. 

But the Yeltz snatched 
the lead against the run 
of play when Nisbett 
stroked home a 20th 
minute penalty after 
tricky Izquierdo was 
brought down by 
Windsor captain David 
Woozley. 

With Windsor looking 
for an immediate 
response, Sam Wadieh’s 
effort was deflected wide 
and Manuella poked 
another Soloman corner 
just past the post. 

Halesowen created a 
golden chance to double 
their lead three minutes 
before the interval when 
Ravenhill put Izquierdo 
clear, but he shot early 
and straight at Rob Bulli- 
vant. 

Corner 

At the start of the 
second period Izquierdo 
then robbed full-back 
Owen but his shot was 
turned away for a corner 
and at the other end 
Parsons set up Chennells 
to shoot wide. 

The Royalists drew 
level after 55 minutes 
when Wadieh’s reverse 
ball set up Pearce to cross 
from the left and Parsons 
was on hand to tap home 
from close range. 

With the match evenly 
balanced, Parsons pro¬ 
duced a stunning 25-yard 
shot that dipped under 
Flower’s bar into the net 
in the 76th minute and 
looked to have won all 
three points for the visi¬ 
tors. 

Manuella missed a 
chance to seal the game 
by being blocked on the 
goal-line by Flower. 

Izquierdo punished the 
visitors to equalise at 2-2 
in the 79th minute when 
he turned central 
defender Justin Clayton 
and fired in off the post 
from 10 yards. 


Thorne gets a deal 

HARRIERS boss Steve Burr has allowed defender 
Ollie Thorne to join Blue Square Bet Premier side 
Rushden & Diamonds on loan for a month. 

The former Newport County man first signed for 
the club on transfer deadline day last August but has 
featured just 10 times since then. Thorne will 
remain at Nene Park until February 12. 


Stourbridge 
slip from the 
play-off slot 

Chesham 2 Stourbridge 0 


THE Glassboys 
slipped out of the 
Zamaretto Premier 
play-off places as they 
were leapfrogged by 
Chesham. 

Lewis Solly was called 
into action in the first 
minute as he safely 
clutched a drive from 
Dave Fotheringham 
above his head and then 
a minute later Steve 
Wales flashed a long- 
range shot narrowly off- 
target. 

The visitors responded 
with Ben Billingham 
squaring a 10th minute 
free-kick to Ryan Rowe 
but he sliced his effort 
wide. 

Slotted 

It was the home side 
who struck first though 
in the 20th minute when 
a through ball down the 
middle from Wales 
released Leon Archer in 
the clear and he slotted a 
low shot past Solly to give 
Chesham the lead. 

The play at times was 
quite scrappy but the vis¬ 
itors also had some good 
possession. 

On 29 minutes Linden 
Dovey won back the ball 


and Billingham flicked it 
onto Rowe whose low 
angled drive from the 
right-hand side of the box 
was parried by home 
keeper Shane Gore. 

Five minutes later 
Rowe had another oppor¬ 
tunity after breaking 
clear but he over-ran the 
ball and Gore was able to 
save at his feet. 

The Buckinghamshire 
side kicked down the 
slope after the break and 
Mark Lambert forced a 
good save from Solly on 
51 minutes as he drove 
forward from half-way 
past Sam Rock before 
striking an awkward low 
shot that the keeper get 
down smartly to push the 
ball around the post. 

Chesham returned 
onto the attack soon 
afterwards with Wales 
feeding Fotheringham 
and, as he was chal¬ 
lenged, the ball broke to 
Wales who struck his 
shot wide. 

With 15 minutes 
remaining the Glassboys’ 
fate was more or less 
sealed as Wales let fly 
with a speculative long- 
range shot that took a big 
deflection off Nathan 
Bennett for the second. 



Tim Hill, left, and Richard Hill present the keys to the new Ford Fiesta to Claire Cashmore 


KIDDERMINSTERS Paralympic 
medallist Claire Cashmore is 
greeting the New Year with the 
use of a new car. 

Kidderminster dealership Hills Ford 
has stepped in to help the swimmer as 
she juggles her Linguistics Degree 
studies at Leeds University with train¬ 
ing for the 2012 Paralympics. 

Hills Ford has loaned Cashmore a 
new Ford Fiesta Edge 1.4 petrol auto¬ 
matic. The dealership is also taking 
care of the car’s servicing require¬ 
ments for the next two years as well as 
covering the cost of her insurance. 

Born without her left forearm, Cash¬ 
more has already clocked up an 
impressive list of swimming medals. 
At the age of 16, she was the youngest 
member of the GB swimming squad at 
the 2004 Paralympic Games where she 
scooped a bronze medal double. The 
same year, she won the BBC Midlands 
Young Disabled Sports Person of the 
Year Award. 

At the Beijing Paralympics in 2008, 
she won another bronze, followed by a 
silver medal and a new British record 
at the 2008 Visa Paralympic World 
Cup. 

At the 2009 IPC European Champi¬ 
onships, Cashmore helped her team 
win a gold medal and break the world 
record in the 4x100m medley relay, 
topping that off with two more bronze 
medals in her individual events. 


During the 2009 season, she also 
broke the European 200m individual 
medley record and won two gold and 
two silver medals at the World Short- 
Course Championships in Rio. 

This year has seen Cashmore has 
added more medals to her collection - 
a gold and a bronze at the Short Course 
Championships in Llandudno, and a 
hat-trick of silvers at the World Cham¬ 
pionships in Eindhoven. 

Ambassador 

Richard Hill, joint managing direc¬ 
tor at Hills Ford, said: “As a local girl 
who is a fantastic role model, an inspi¬ 
ration to all, and a great ambassador 
for our country, we really wanted to 
show our support. 

We appreciate that Claire is funding 
her way through university as well as 
paying to travel to training sessions 
and swimming events and we hope this 
will go some way to helping ease the 
burden. We’ll be keeping an eye on her 
progress.” 

Cashmore said: “I am over the moon 
to receive such a generous offer from 
Hills Ford and really grateful for their 
support. It makes a great difference to 
have a reliable car for the early 
morning training sessions, as well as 
for the varying meets I have to attend 
around the country.” 

To monitor her progress towards 
London 2012, visit the website 
www. hillsfor d. co.uk 


Ladies 
back in 
action 

STOURPORT ladies 
hockey sides returned 
to action after the 
Christmas break with 
friendly matches. 

The firsts took on 
Bournville, ending with 
a 2-2 draw after Erin 
Preece scored from a 
penalty flick and a 
Pippa Lewis short 
corner was deflected 
in by a Bournville 
player. 

Stourport’s player of 
the match was Sophie 
Wood. 

The seconds also 
finished on level terms 
when they drew 1-1 
with Bromsgrove, Car¬ 
oline Sidell netting for 
the local side. 

This weekend sees 
the firsts travelling to 
Leek for another 
friendly match. 


Girls League 

Halas Hawks 5 Withymoor 1 

HALAS HAWKS under-13 girls began their 
assault on the League Cup with a good win. 

Hat-trick girl Sophie Blount and Sophie 
Pritchard, who also scored, forged a formidable 
attacking partnership while Mia Bell scored an out¬ 
standing fifth goal. 

Halas Hawks 6 Ferndale Girls 0 
In their first game for two months, the under-15s 
started surprisingly slowly against Ferndale and for 
the first 10 minutes were second best. 


But after that they 
clicked into gear with 
some good passing. 

The goals came from 
Kate Drew (2), Liz 
McAleenan (2), Lauren 
Taylor and an excellent 
lobbed finish from 
Rhianne Murray. 

Their player of the 
match was Charlotte 
Little. 

Boys League 

Halas Hawks East 2 
Kewford West 1 

The under-nines East 
came under early pres¬ 
sure from Kewford but 
took the lead against the 
run of play when Charlie 
Greening tapped in. 

By contrast, they 
looked better in the 
second half only for 
Kewford to break and 
equalise. 

But with a draw 
looking likely Oliver 
Miller smashed the ball 
into the roof of the net to 
give Halas a somewhat 
fortunate win. 

The Halas man of the 
match was shared by 
Greening and Rickio 
Fairin-Hall. 

Warstones 3 
Halas Hawks 0 

In the under-11s cup 
game against division 
one opponents Shadad 
Dael saved a penalty but 
could not prevent a 3-0 
defeat. 

Rio Saints 2 
Halas Dynamos 6 

The under-12 

Dynamos ran out com¬ 
fortable winners against 
a much improved Rio 
Saints team. 

After falling behind 
early in the game, Halas 
responded well to be 4-1 
up at the break with fine 
finishing from Jack 
Blunt (2) and Chris 
Priest (2). 

Rio pulled a goal back 
from the spot but Halas 
ensured the win with 
further goals from 


Halas Hawks 
round-up 


Dalmar Morrison and 
Jordan Boffey. 

Halas Hawks West 2 
Perton 0 

The under-12s West 
made cup progress 
against plucky oppo¬ 
nents with second-half 
goals from Nathan 
Postin and Cameron 
Milne. 

Man of the match went 
to Ellis Meredith. 

Halas Hawks 2 
Ashmore 2 

The under-14s East 
came back from 2-0 down 
to gain a draw in an 
entertaining friendly 
with Ashmore Park 
Rangers from the Lich¬ 
field League. 

Both teams gave a 
good account of them¬ 
selves with some fluid 
passing football and the 
draw looked to be a fair 
result. 

The Halas goals came 
from Josh March and 
Raheem Dyer, both of 
which were set up by the 
influential Nathan 
Collins. 

Halas Hawks 7 
Dudley Juniors 1 

It was a splendid start 
to the New Year for the 
under-15s Halas Hawks 
as they ran out 7-1 
winners against Dudley 
Juniors. 

Man of the match 
Lewis Hatfield bagged 
four goals and there were 
two from Rhys Edwards 
with Steve Barrett also 
finding the net. 

Wall Heath 0 

Halas Hawks 5 

The under-15s went 
nap against Wall Heath 
with goals from Guy Mill- 
ward (2), Kieron Hillsdon 
and Adam Hodges. 

Tom Stevens scored 
from the penalty spot for 
Halas. 


The Halesowen Chronicle, a Midland News 
Association Ltd publication, printed by the 
company at Wolverhampton, on Thursday, 
January 13, 2011. 
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Osbourne’s double brings Town the victory 

LEE OSBOURNE netted Tipton Town 2 tors breaking to the other deny Tom Hill but the Kirby defender with just 

on his home debut as Kirby Muxloe 1 end where Aaron deadlock was broken 12 minutes to play. 

Tipton recorded a useful - Preston’s header was seven minutes before the Jones then hit a post but 

Midland Alliance victory place of the unavailable cleared off the line. break when Ross Brown the visitors set up a tense 

over Kirby Muxloe to end Eric Bowen. Ricky Baker’s volley played the ball into Jozsef last few minutes with the 

the visitors’ 11-game Both sides showed no then stung the hands of Jakab. It then fell to goal of the game. Pollard’s 
unbeaten run. signs of rustiness early on visiting keeper Tom Osbourne who shot low shot was well blocked by 

Steve Palmer returned with a high-tempo start. Holyoak. into the bottom corner. Dan Parker but, as the 

to the side in defence while It was end-to-end stuff Tipton keeper Matt Tipton made it two in ball looped up into the air, 

Cameron Jones was given with Tipton forcing an Sargeant made a fine save the second half, Osbourne he unleashed a stunning 

a start wide on the right in early corner and the visi- down to his right side to scoring with the help of a volley to score. 


HARRIERS KEEP 
THE RUN GOING 


Gateshead 2 Kidderminster Harriers 2 

KIDDERMINSTER maintained their unbeaten 
start to 2011 with a draw at struggling Gateshead. 

But they were made to rue a number of missed chances that 
could have given them the win. In a week where the club 
received a five-point deduction for financial irregularities, it 
was important Steve Burr’s players reacted positively after 
being on the verge of a play-off place. 

Assistant manager Gary Whild said: “After what went on this week 
we were determined not to get beat. 

“We’re disappointed not to come away with three points,” he added. 

_ _ “I think it was an open 

Thorne gets a deal 

HARRIERS boss Steve Burr has allowed defender 
Ollie Thorne to join Blue Square Bet Premier side 
Rushden & Diamonds on loan for a month. 

The former Newport County man first signed for 
the club on transfer deadline day last August but has 
featured just 10 times since then. Thorne will 
remain at Nene Park until February 12. 


Stourbridge 
slip from the 
play-off slot 

Chesham 2 Stourbridge 0 


THE Glassboys 
slipped out of the 
Zamaretto Premier 
play-off places as they 
were leapfrogged by 
Chesham. 

Lewis Solly was called 
into action in the first 
minute as he safely 
clutched a drive from 
Dave Fotheringham 
above his head and then 
a minute later Steve 
Wales flashed a long- 
range shot narrowly off- 
target. 

The visitors responded 
with Ben Billingham 
squaring a 10th minute 
free-kick to Ryan Rowe 
but he sliced his effort 
wide. 

Slotted 

It was the home side 
who struck first though 
in the 20th minute when 
a through ball down the 
middle from Wales 
released Leon Archer in 
the clear and he slotted a 
low shot past Solly to give 
Chesham the lead. 

The play at times was 
quite scrappy but the vis¬ 
itors also had some good 
possession. 

On 29 minutes Linden 
Dovey won back the ball 


and Billingham flicked it 
onto Rowe whose low 
angled drive from the 
right-hand side of the box 
was parried by home 
keeper Shane Gore. 

Five minutes later 
Rowe had another oppor¬ 
tunity after breaking 
clear but he over-ran the 
ball and Gore was able to 
save at his feet. 

The Buckinghamshire 
side kicked down the 
slope after the break and 
Mark Lambert forced a 
good save from Solly on 
51 minutes as he drove 
forward from half-way 
past Sam Rock before 
striking an awkward low 
shot that the keeper get 
down smartly to push the 
ball around the post. 

Chesham returned 
onto the attack soon 
afterwards with Wales 
feeding Fotheringham 
and, as he was chal¬ 
lenged, the ball broke to 
Wales who struck his 
shot wide. 

With 15 minutes 
remaining the Glassboys’ 
fate was more or less 
sealed as Wales let fly 
with a speculative long- 
range shot that took a big 
deflection off Nathan 
Bennett for the second. 


game. 

“Both sides had 
chances and I think a 
draw was a fair result.” 

It was the home side 
who started the better 
and on 17 minutes debu¬ 
tant Michael Liddle com¬ 
pleted a three-man move 
involving Jon Shaw and 
Joan Edmundsson to clip 
his effort inside Danny 
Lewis’ left post. 

Harriers were back on 
level terms within five 
minutes; Matty Blair 
eluded the entire 
Gateshead back-line to 
collect Chris McPhee’s 
square ball before crash¬ 
ing a 20-yard drive past 
the exposed Tim Deasy. 

The home side were 
still reeling when 
McPhee delivered a low 
centre on 25 minutes and 
Nick Wright guided his 
flick across Deasy to put 
Harriers ahead. 

Parry 

Tom Shaw saw his 
effort dip fractionally too 
late as the visitors con¬ 
trolled possession but 
failed to add to the tally. 

Within a minute of the 
restart the home defence 
was opened up and from 
Blair’s pass McPhee 
should have given Deasy 
no chance but the keeper 
flung himself low to his 
left to parry the effort. 

Gradually Gateshead 
began to dictate play and 
after Shaw had spurned 
an opportunity to bring 
the sides level, they grew 
in confidence. 

The lively Edmunds¬ 
son swept the ball cross¬ 
field to James Tavernier 
and from his precise 
centre Shaw guided his 
header inside Lewis’ 
right hand post to set up 
a thrilling final 17 
minutes. 

Jamille Matt was put 
clear by Keith Briggs’ 
pass but the Harriers 
striker looked horrified 
as he failed to lift the ball 
over Deasy, who also 
tipped over Tom Sharpe’s 
close-range strike. 



Tim Hill, left, and Richard Hill present the keys to the new Ford Fiesta to Claire Cashmore 


KIDDERMINSTER’S Paralympic 
medallist Claire Cashmore is 
greeting the New Year with the 
use of a new car. 

Kidderminster dealership Hills Ford 
has stepped in to help the swimmer as 
she juggles her Linguistics Degree 
studies at Leeds University with train¬ 
ing for the 2012 Paralympics. 

Hills Ford has loaned Cashmore a 
new Ford Fiesta Edge 1.4 petrol auto¬ 
matic. The dealership is also taking 
care of the car’s servicing require¬ 
ments for the next two years as well as 
covering the cost of her insurance. 

Born without her left forearm, Cash¬ 
more has already clocked up an 
impressive list of swimming medals. 
At the age of 16, she was the youngest 
member of the GB swimming squad at 
the 2004 Paralympic Games where she 
scooped a bronze medal double. The 
same year, she won the BBC Midlands 
Young Disabled Sports Person of the 
Year Award. 

At the Beijing Paralympics in 2008, 
she won another bronze, followed by a 
silver medal and a new British record 
at the 2008 Visa Paralympic World 
Cup. 

At the 2009 IPC European Champi¬ 
onships, Cashmore helped her team 
win a gold medal and break the world 
record in the 4x100m medley relay, 
topping that off with two more bronze 
medals in her individual events. 


During the 2009 season, she also 
broke the European 200m individual 
medley record and won two gold and 
two silver medals at the World Short- 
Course Championships in Rio. 

This year has seen Cashmore has 
added more medals to her collection - 
a gold and a bronze at the Short Course 
Championships in Llandudno, and a 
hat-trick of silvers at the World Cham¬ 
pionships in Eindhoven. 

Ambassador 

Richard Hill, joint managing direc¬ 
tor at Hills Ford, said: “As a local girl 
who is a fantastic role model, an inspi¬ 
ration to all, and a great ambassador 
for our country, we really wanted to 
show our support. 

We appreciate that Claire is funding 
her way through university as well as 
paying to travel to training sessions 
and swimming events and we hope this 
will go some way to helping ease the 
burden. We’ll be keeping an eye on her 
progress.” 

Cashmore said: “I am over the moon 
to receive such a generous offer from 
Hills Ford and really grateful for their 
support. It makes a great difference to 
have a reliable car for the early 
morning training sessions, as well as 
for the varying meets I have to attend 
around the country.” 

To monitor her progress towards 
London 2012, visit the website 
www. hillsfor d. co.uk 


Ladies 
back in 
action 

STOURPORT ladies 
hockey sides returned 
to action after the 
Christmas break with 
friendly matches. 

The firsts took on 
Bournville, ending with 
a 2-2 draw after Erin 
Preece scored from a 
penalty flick and a 
Pippa Lewis short 
corner was deflected 
in by a Bournville 
player. 

Stourport’s player of 
the match was Sophie 
Wood. 

The seconds also 
finished on level terms 
when they drew 1-1 
with Bromsgrove, Car¬ 
oline Sidell netting for 
the local side. 

This weekend sees 
the firsts travelling to 
Leek for another 
friendly match. 


McLellan’s 
dismissal 
proves key 
in defeat 


Old Coventrians 26 Kidderminster Carolians 10 

KIDDERMINSTER fielded a makeshift 
pack in their first game for a month with 
key forwards still not recovered from long¬ 
term injuries. 

Nevertheless, they were more than a match 
for their opposite numbers and if KC’s had 
kept the game at close quarters they might 
well have come away with something to show 
for their efforts in this bad tempered affair. 

KC’s made a bright 


start, applying good 
early pressure without 
being able to put any 
points on the board, 
writes Martin Easton. 

The forwards then did 
well to keep Covs out 
when the hosts 
responded by camping on 
the KC line. The stale¬ 
mate continued until 
midway through the half 
when, ominously, missed 
tackles allowed Covs’ fly- 
half to break free and 
score in the left-hand 
corner. 

Five minutes later 
Carolians hit back with 
an Andy McLellan 
penalty and had a let-off 
when Covs missed a 
penalty opportunity of 
their own. 

The referee’s laissez- 
faire approach led to 
players taking liberties 
and the half ended on a 
sour note with a mass 
punch-up sparked by a 
Covs tackle off the ball. 

Trademark 

Kidderminster fancied 
their chances in the 
second half with the ele¬ 
ments in their favour; 
they soon forced three 
five-metre scrums and 
from the last No 8 Layton 
Wilkinson plunged over 
for a trademark try 
improved by McLellan’s 
excellent conversion. 

Fifteen minutes into 
the half came the turning 
point when an alterca¬ 
tion between McLellan 
and a Covs’ prop saw the 
forward yellow carded 
and the Carolians man 
given a red. 

Skipper John Mounter 
took over kicking duties 
but was unsuccessful 
with a penalty chance 
and two attempted drop 
goals. 

When Covs were at full 
strength they made the 
most of their man advan¬ 
tage - helped by some 
alarmingly powder puff 
tackling which enabled 
the hosts to run in three 
tries in the latter stages, 
all converted, to give the 
final score a lop-sided 
look. 


Late goal 
saves 
a point 

Halesowen Town 2 
Windsor & Eton 2 

RUBEN Izquierdo’s late 
strike earned Halesowen 
a point and cancelled out 
a second-half brace from 
Windsor’s Jake Parsons. 

Izquierdo had earlier 
won Yeltz a penalty to put 
the home side ahead in 
the Zamaretto Premier 
League clash. 

Former Redditch mid¬ 
fielder Marlon Walters 
was handed the Hale¬ 
sowen captain’s armband 
on his debut but 
Windsor’s Fiston 

Manuella and former 
Newcastle striker Paul 
Robinson both went close 
early on as the finan¬ 
cially troubled visitors 
squandered chances. 

But the Yeltz grabbed 
the lead against the odds 
when Justin Nisbett 
stroked home a 20th- 
minute penalty after 
Windsor captain David 
Woozley brought down 
the tricky Izquierdo. 

The Royalists drew 
level after 55 minutes 
when Sam Wadieh’s 
reverse ball set up David 
Pearce to cross for 
Parsons to tap home. 

Windsor’s Parsons 
looked to have won the 
game by smashing home 
a dipping 25-yard shot 
under goalkeeper Simon 
Flower’s crossbar in the 
76th minute. But 
Izquierdo turned central 
defender Justin Clayton 
to fire home. 
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